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PREFACE 

long  period  of  time  a  church  grows  its 

tive  personality.   Ideas,  habits, 

racteristics  and  traditions  emerge  and 

style  as  the  congregation  makes 

The  people  create  and  administer 

activities.   The  church  relates  to  its 

y  declaring  its  position  on  religious 

ssues  as  an  expression  of  faith  and 

Thus,  the  persons  who  are  members 

ody  of  Christ"  at  work  in  their  local 

They  become  a  "fellowship  of 

who  are  known  by  what  they  believe, 

This  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

reality,  a  vital  factor  in  the  ongoing 

1  community  and  the  larger  world. 

ing  in  the  year  1831,  the  congregation 

w  known  as  the  High  Shoal  Baptist 

been  a  significant  influence  for  -good 

ographical  territory,  their  social 

their  govermental  entity,  and  their 

actices  . 

d  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge 

n  the  Southeastern  corner  of  Rutherford 

th  Carolina,  this  group  of  sinners, 

e  grace  of  God  through  the  atoning 

f  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have  lived 

their  open  country  neighborhood. 

irth  to  death,  on  farm  and  in  factory, 

ly  and  at  the  schoolhouse,  amidst  joy 

during  wars  and  in  times  of  peace, 

ding  or  failing,  voting  for  leaders  and 

s,  during  the  years  of  youth  and  the 

rs  and  in  retirement,  while  preparing 

sunset  on  earth  and  glory  in  God's 

eafter:   in  all  of  life's  experiences 

oal  Baptist  Church  has  held  before  its 

its  community  the  high  and  holy 

f  a  continuing  march  of  the  human 

from  sin  to  salvation  to  Christian 

ook  is  a  story  of  each  rising 
s  struggles  to  overcome  sin  and  live 
The  temptations  to  evil  have  been 


many,  subtle,  and  powerful,  but  the  call  to  higher 
ground  rang  clear  from  God's  Holy  Word  and  in  the 
Christian's  conscience.   The  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  is  God's  people  traveling  along  a  zig-zag 
course,  stumbling  and  falling  in  sin,  repenting 
and  being  forgiven  and  then  strengthened  by  the 
Lord  to  go  forward  again,  and  gradually  working 
their  way  "to  higher  ground." 

Garland  A.  Hendricks 
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Chapter  1 

BEGINNINGS  AND  GROWTH 
(  1790-1825) 
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e  most  part,  these  settlers  were  of 
stock,  accustomed  to  hard  work  and 

nomic  practices.   Although  they  were 
and  migratory,  they  were  seeking  to 


find  better  lives  in  a  young  country  that  offered 
opportunities  and  promise.   Most  of  them  were 
farmers  who  depended  on  crops  for  their 
livelihoods. 

Located  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains,  Rutherford  County  was  found  by  these 
settlers  to  be  a  very  pleasing  place  to  establish 
roots.   The  weather  was  moderate;  the  streams  were 
fed  by  an  ample  supply  of  rainfall  and  by 
countless  numbers  of  natural  flowing  springs;  the 
landscape  was  beautiful;  the  soil  was  naturally 
fertile;  the  hills  were  well  adapted  to  the 
growing  of  trees  and  cattle  grazing;  and  the 
lowgrounds  were  suitable  for  gardening  and  grain 
fa  rming  . 

While  considering  the  geographical  aspects  of 
the  community,  it  is  interesting  to  note  one 
physical  feature  of  the  land  which  was  of  great 
importance  to  the  settlers  and  to  the  history  of 
the  church.   Oral  tradition  tells  us  that  at  a 
point  on  the  Second  Broad  River,  where  the 
Henrietta  dam  is  now  located,  there  was  an  area  of 
rocky  shoals  in  the  water,  with  perhaps  one  group, 
or  possibly  even  one  shoal  being  larger  and  higher 
than  the  others.   It  is  believed  that  the  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  obtained  its  name  from  being 
located  near  this  high  shoal. 

John  Logan,  in  his  book  entitled,  Sketches, 
Historical  and  Biographical  of  the  Broad  Riv e  r  and 
King's  Mountain  Associations  From  1800-1882,  made 
the  following  statement  concerning  the  church 
name:   "High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  is  situated  in 
Rutherford  County,  NC  ,  about  one  mile 

northeasterly  from  the  high  shoals  on  Second  Broad 
River,  from  which  the  church  derives  its  name. "2 

At  approximately  this  same  spot  on  the  Second 
Broad  River,  the  early  iron  industry  had  its 
beginnings  in  this  part  of  the  country.   This 
industry  was  begun  by  Peter  Fisher  in  the  year 
1791.    Though  small  and  rather  crude  in  those 
early  years,  the  iron  industry  was  still  very 
meaningful  to  the  people  of  the  community.   In 
fact,  in  an  early  informal  writing  known  as 
"Reminiscences  of  Chr i s t enbe r r y  Lee,"  it  is  stated 
that  ".  .  .  the  excitement  and  interest  felt  among 


the  people  concerning  the  Iron  Works  were  equally 
as  great  as  in  1887,  almost  a  century  later,  when 
the  21,000  spindle  cotton  mill  was  started  at 
Henrietta . "  4 

Sometime  after  the  year  1812,  the  iron  plant 
was  bought  by  Achilas  Durham,  a  noted  personality 


in  the  area  at  that  time. 


Durham's  name  will 


soon  appear  as  one  of  the  early  leaders  in  the 
formation  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church. 

These  people  who  inhabited  this  area  of 
Rutherford  County  were  interested  in  establishing 
places  of  worship.   Many  of  the  settlers  were  of 
the  Baptist  faith.   Some  had  allied  themselves 
with  the  active  Baptist  congregations  at  Sandy 
Run,  Concord,  Ebenezer,  and  State  Line  churches. 
These  churches  were  located  several  miles  away; 
travel  was  slow,  and  sometimes  difficult.   The 
dirt  roads  were  dusty  in  dry  weather,  and  after  a 
rain,  they  were  muddy.   To  go  to  church  by  foot, 
horseback,  horsedrawn  buggy  or  wagon  was 
time-consuming,  and  on  a  muddy  road,  where  wheel 
tracks  became  deep  ruts  in  wet  weather,  travel  was 
unpleasant.   Residents,  therefore,  dreamed  of 
having  a  place  of  worship  in  their  own  community. 

It  is  thought  that  local  believers  soon  began 
gathering  in  some  type  of  meeting  place  in  the 
area.   Here  these  residents  along  this  stretch  of 
Second  Broad  River  assembled  themselves  from  time 
to  time  for  community  affairs,  for  worship  or 
discussion  of  religious  beliefs,  and  for 
consideration  of  the  moral  and  social  issues  of 
the  t  ime . 

Unfortunately,  moral  problems  were  on  the 
increase  as  the  population  grew.   People  of 
Christian  belief  became  concerned  about  practices 
such  as  excessive  use  of  alcohol,  gambTing, 
prostitution,  coc kf i ght i ng  ,  betting  on  horse 
races,  defiance  of  laws  of  the  land,  increased 
taxation,  and  unwholesome  working  conditions  in 
the  iron  industry. 

The  stage  was  set.   Many  responsible  people 
who  had  Christain  convictions  were  concerned  over 
the  evils  of  the  day.   They  realized  the 
importance  of  regular  worship  but  the  established 
churches  were  located  too  far  away  for  easy 
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Chapter  2 

BIRTHING  A  CHURCH 
(  1825-1831 ) 
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cons t i t iuted  church  at  High  Shoal 
Meetinghouse,  in  the  regular  Baptist 
principles,  to  wit: 


Elder 

Will iam  Wi lkie 
William  Padgett 
Edmond  Padgett 
Jonathan  Dobbins 
Danie 1  Roll  ins 

Elizabeth  Padgett 
Padgett 


Leanner  McDaniel 
Edey  Smith 
Polly  Blanton 
Polly  Padgett 
Will iam  Bland 
and  wife 


James  M.  Webb 
Polly  Scogg  ins 
Rebecca  Rollins 


Sarah  Dobbins 
Dicy  Fowler 

During  this  meeting  it  became  apparent  that 
additional  help  would  be  needed  f.rom  other 
churches  before  the  new  church  could  be  formally 
organi  zed . 

On  Saturday,  April  23,  1831,  this  group  met 
again  at  the  High  Shoal  Meetinghouse  and  agreed  to 
ask  for  help  from  other  churches  for  a 
constitution.   It  was  agreed  to  send  William 
Padgett  to  Ebenezer,  and  Jonathan  Dobbins  to 
Concord  to  ask  these  churches  for  assistance. 

On  May  28,  the  group  met  a  third  time.   They 
had  told  leaders  in  several  churches  about  their 
intentions  and  invited  some  of  the  pastors  to  be 
present;  however,  attendance  was  less  than  they 
had  expected.   In  fact,  only  one  ordained  minister 
was  present. 

Disappointed,  they  decided  to  "appoint 
several  men  to  carry  letters  of  petition  to  a 
larger  number  of  churches,  requesting  support  in 
constituting  a  church  at  High  Shoal."   They 
designated  William  Padgett  to  request  the  support 
of  Sandy  Run  Church;  John  Padgett,  to  solicit  the 
help  of  Concord  and  the  Head  of  the  River 
Churches;  Daniel  Rollins,  to  approach  Buffalo 
Church;  and  Edmond  Padgett,  to  see  the  Ebenezer 
congregation. 

Finally,  on  July  27,1831,  a  full  delegation 
came  from  the  above  mentioned  churches.   After 
agreeing  among  themselves  that  all  the  necessary 
conditions  were  being  met,  the  eighteen  persons, 
who  had  agreed  on  March  5  to  start  a  church,  voted 


to  constitute  duly  the  "High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church."   They  declared  themselves  to  be  in  full 
agreement  with  the  beliefs  expressed  in  "Abstracts 
of  Principles"  as  follows: 

Abstracts  of  Principles 
for  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
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meeting  held  at  the  Buck  Creek 
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Early  Log  Church 


The  first  building  used  by  the  new  church  was 
described  by  Ch r i s t e nbe r r y  Lee  as: 


made  of  pine  logs  of  medium  size,  not 
closely  notched,  with  very  large  cracks 
between.   Those  who  sat  against  the  wall 


could  find  a  place  to  rest  their  arras  by 
putting  them  in  the  crack  between  the 
logs,  and  a  row  of  arms  could  be  seen 
hanging  out  by  the  church  wall  all  along 
its  length.   Boys  on  the  outside,  who 
were  inclined  to  mischief  and  loved  fun, 
would  stick  the  outhanging  arms  with 
pins  to  see  them  jump.'^ 

In  regard  to  the  inside  of  the  church,  Lee 
continues  : 
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Even  though  the  building  was  simple  and  the 
congregation  few,  these  faithful  Christians  took 
their  church  life  seriously.   The  membership 
increased  slowly,  but  these  particular  factors 
helped  form  the  character,  strength,  and 
personality  of  the  new  church:   The  people  were 
dedicated  and  highly  competent  pastoral  leadership 
were  given  to  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church. 

Elder  John  Padgett,  the  first  pastor,  was 
described  in  Logan's  Sketches  as  being: 


a  large,  raw-boned  man  of  great  strength 
and  endurance  who  was  ranked  along  the 
most  useful  in  the  discharge  of  pastoral 


duties.   In  his  day  Elder  Padgett  had  a 
reputation  for  being  a  forceful 
preacher,  who  expressed  great  love  and 
regard  for  his  fellow-man.   He  was 
beloved  by  the  people  wherever  he  served 
as  pastor.'" 

By  the  time  he  became  spiritual  leader  at 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  Elder  Padgett  was  a  man 
of  wide  experience,  sound  judgment,  zealous  and 
faithful  in  discharging  his  duties.   The  newly 
formed  church  was  blessed  from  those  early  days  on 
with  leaders  whom  God  had  endowed  with  Divine 
inspiration  and  grace. 
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Chapt e  r  3 

GROWING  PAINS 
( 1832-1860) 

Throughout  his  three  year  pastorate  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church,  Elder  John  Padgett  seemed  to 
be  especially  fond  of  James  M.  Webb,  a  young 
member  of  the  church.   It  appears  that  from  the 
early  days  of  his  ministry  Elder  Padgett  began  to 
groom  Webb  as  his  successor.  '' 

James  M.  Webb  signed  the  charter  membership 
list  in  March,  1831,  so  it  is  known  that  he  was 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  church  but 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  October  22, 
1831,  James  M.  Webb  "came  forward  and  joined  the 
church  by  experience."   All  the  circumstances 
involved  are  not  understood,  but  judging  from 
future  events,  we  know  that  Webb's  experience  with 
the  Lord  in  October,  1831  was  very  real  and  life 
changing,  not  only  for  him  but  for  the  church  as 
well. 

On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  Day  in 
March,  1832,  at  a  Union  meeting,  held  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church,  the  church  licensed  this 
young  man,  James  M „  Webb,  as  its  first  minister  of 
the  Gospe 1  . 

Fifteen  months  later  after  much  scrutiny  and 
careful  examination,  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
ordained  J.  M.  Webb.   The  clerk  wrote: 
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the  above,  we  hereunto  set  hands  this 
the  28th  day  of  July,  1833. 

Alfred  Webb,  Moderator 
John  Padge  1 1 
Joseph  Grayson 
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each  by  neighboring  churches, 
oal  Baptist  Church  received  a 
rch  at  Concord  asking  for  the 
ames  Webb  to  attend  them  as 
November,  Big  Spring  Church 
stance  as  a  pastoral  supply, 
few  years,  Webb's  name 
in  the  church  minutes.   He 
tist  Church  in  many 

supplied  periodically  in 

34,  Elder  John  Padgett 
Webb  was  chosen  as  the 
Shoal  Baptist  Church.   He 
October,  1834,  and  remained 
1846.   He  then  resigned  for 

r  returned  to  serve  High 

for  the  year  1847. 
describes  Elder  Webb  as 


be  ing 


six  feet  tall  and  slender  built, 
somewhat  stooped,  moving  awkwardly, 
having  large  black  eyes  that  seemed  to 
beam  with  unquenchable  fire.   His  mouth 
was  large  but  thin  lipped,  his  nose  thin 
and  straight.  .  .  his  hair  was  very 
black,  long  and  straight,  usually  parted 
on  the  right  side.  .  .   He  was  an 
eloquent  preacher,  but  his  great  forte 
was  in  debate.   He  generally  won  a  first 
trial  and  a  second  trial  was  never 
desired  by  his  opponent.  ° 

James  Webb  proved  to  be  a  very  competent 
pastor  for  the  fledgling  church.   He  was  as  large 
in  leadership  ability  as  he  was  in  bodily  stature 
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Life  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  during 
early  years  can  better  be  understood  by  a 
examination  of  the  activities  recorded  in 
hurch  minutes.   For  example,  in  November, 

the  church  voted  to  ask  that  each  male 
r  of  the  church  "be  prepared  to  pay  into  the 
ury  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  the  use 
e  said  church."   Throughout  its  early 
opment  it  seems  the  church  depended  on 
sments  in  different  forms  to  finance  its 
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g  church. 
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Old  field  pine  logs  very  similar  to 
those  of  the  old  part  of  the  church, 
though  perahps  not  quite  as  large,  were 
used  for  the  additions.  .  .  the  old  part 
being  considerably  lower  than  the  ends 
made  the  church  have  a  very  unsightly 


aspect  . 


19 


14 


build 
raembe 
subsc 
of  a 
as  re 
build 

pro  fa 
to  th 
In  De 
vo  ted 

in  me 
bapt  i 
disrai 
Membe 
Rober 
exerc 
churc 
of  th 
gift 

being 
s  pec  i 
a  tot 
def  ic 

vio  1  i 
then 

"chur 
prac  t 
from 

and  t 
total 

becora 
commu 
the  d 
to  Sh 
Al  so  , 
elder 
const 
Ellen 


In  Ju 
ing  c 
r  s  su 
ript  i 
parti 
nova  t 
ing  p 
In  No 
ne  la 
e  chu 
cembe 

to  e 
By  18 
mber  s 
zed  a 
s  sed 
r  shi  p 
t  s  on 
i  s  e  p 
h"  an 
is  gi 
of  pr 
The  c 

"ben 
al  ap 
al  of 
it  . 
In  18 
n." 
he  wa 
ched" 
ice  a 
membe 
The  f 
wo  we 

enro 
By  th 
ing  a 
ni  t  y  . 
eac  on 
iloh 

the 
ship 
i  t  ut  e 
bo  r  o  , 


ne  the  church  received  $6.75  for  the 

ost,  "paid  it  over  to  the  workmen,"  and 

bscribed  another  $9.50.   (The  term 

on  meant  to  sign  one's  name  in  promise 

cular  amount  of  payment.)   This  building 

ed  was  used  until  the  first  major 

rog  ram  in  1856. 
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nguage,  and  she  was  instructed  to  come 

rch  in  December  and  answer  the  charges. 

r  she  did  not  attend,  so  the  church 

xc 1 ude  he r  . 

36  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  growing 

hip  and  activities.   Nine  persons  were 

nd  one  joined  by  letter,  but  two  were 

for  breaking  the  rules  of  the  church. 
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hurch  was  in  financial  trouble  in  1837 
ind  in  finances  81  1/4  cents."   A 
peal  prompted  four  persons  to  contribute 

46  1/2  cents  toward  meeting  the 

38,  a  man  was  charged  with  "using  the 
His  case  was  continued  for  two  months, 
s  excluded  from  membership.   (The  term 
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r shi  p  .  ) 

ollowing  year  two  persons  were  baptized 
re  restored  to  membership,  bringing  the 
llment  in  1839  to  thirty-eight, 
e  1840's  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was 

strong  and  respected  church  in  the 
It  is  recorded  that  the  "eldership  and 
ship  of  the  church"  were  requested  to  go 
Church  and  help  settle  a  controversy. 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  requested  the 
of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  to  help 

a  church  at  Wall's  Meetinghouse  (near 

NC)  . 
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Member sh 

i  p  List 

( Early 

1840's) 

MALES 

FEMALES 

J.  M.  Webb, 

Be  s  t y  Padge  1 1 

Pastor 

Jane  Pannell 

Will iam  Wilkie 

"Old  Black  Woman" 

Alanson  Padgett 

Dicy  Fowle  r 

Elijah  Hollifleld 

Rebecca  Rollins 

Dove  Pannell 

Hanah  Bland 

William  Padge 1 1 

Catalina  Bland 

Edmon  Padgett 

Pamely  Robertson 

Alfred  Morrow 

Matilda  Burgess 

William  Blanton 

Susana  Padge  1 1 

A.  J.  Blanton 

Jane  Blanton 

Jackson  Scoggins 

Elis  Blanton 

Dani  el  Rollins 

Edy  Smith 

Jonathan  Dobbins 

Poly  Padgett 

Hampton  Padgett 

Sally  Dobbi  ns 

R.  G.  Price 

Sister  Harris 

Mark  D.  Padgett 

Mary  McHan 

Will iam  Srai  th 

Mary  Goode 

Isora  Womack 

Sarah  Bland 

Will iam  Har  r  i  s 

Mar  tha  Wal 1  is 

Mar  tin  Pannell 

Nancy  Morrow 

Walton  Smith 

Susan  Menofe 

William  B.  Padgett 

Cely  Webb 

John  Robertson 

Betsy  Bland 

Edward  R.  Blanton 

Nancy  Bland 

Jame  s  Wilkie 

Viana  Padgett 

Geo  rge  Whi  t  e 

Miny  Padge  1 1 

John  Weaver 

Millie  Padgett 

Elija  Bland 

Hanah  Padgett 

Henr e  y  Burgess 

Amy  Smith 

Simeon ,  servant 

Mc  Dan  i  e 1 

of  D.  Webb 

Ca  t ey  Smi  th 

The  church  had  financial  troubles  again  in 
1843,  by  being  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  67  1/2 
cents.   But  in  spite  of  her  material  difficulties, 
it  seems  that  spiritually  the  church  was  moving 
forward.   This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  God  had 
called  three  men  out  of  the  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  congregation  in  special  service  to  Him.   In 
May,  1843,  Alanson  (often  spelled  Alonzo  in  the 
church  minutes)  Padgett,  and  Dove  Pannell  were 
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licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
church  examined  William  Smith, 
qualified  to  be  a  minister  of 
ordained  him . 

The  records  show  that  in 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  invited  r 
come  from  Big  Spring,  Shiloh, 
Vernon,  State  Line,  Sandy  Run, 
Creek  Churches  to  assist  in  th 
Pannell  and  Alanson  Padgett  to 
ministry.   The  procedures  and 
here  were  very  similar  to  thos 
Webb  back  in  1832  and  1833. 

The  first  record  of  the  c 
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was  a  discussion  about  support 
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High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was 
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but  he  was  away  a  great  deal, 
churches.  In  January,  1846,  E 
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was  elected  to  serve  the  churc 
throughout  1846. 
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Meeting  of  the  Green  River  Bap 

In  1847,  J.  M.  Webb  again 
pastorate  for  one  year.  High 
agreed  to  meet  on  "the  first  S 
before"  each  month  so  that  Eld 
give  assistance  to  the  Bethel 
Ellenboro.  (This  practice  pre 
year  and  then  High  Shoal  Bapti 
to  the  regular  custom  of  meeti 
Lord's  Day  and  conducting  busi 
before . ) 
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-three  persons 
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a  child,  I  thought 
Id  be  saved  was  the 

the  High  Shoal 
e  dismissed  to  help 
a  church  at  Mount 
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d  the  action  and 
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1  an  outstanding 
1850's.   Many  were 
t  attending  church. 

expelled  from  the 
he  reason  was  not 


One  man  was  charged  with  "going  to  the  horse 

and  drinking  too  much."   The  problem  of 
ol  was  very  prevalent  in  the  life  of  the 
h  during  this  time.   This  problem  existed 
d  the  local  level  even  into  the  association. 
In  the  late  1850's  a  controversy  arose  in  the 
s  Mountain  Association,  regarding  resolutions 

the  manufacture  and  use  of  alcohol.   The 
versy  became  so  severe  that  a  division  was 
in  the  association,  and  High  Shoal  Baptist 
h  found  itself  squarely  in  the  middle  of  the 
ict  . 
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Chap t  e  r  4 

INNER  STRUGGLES 
(  1860-1890) 

At  the  same  time  that  the  United  States  was 
preparing  for  and  engaging  in  a  bitter  civil  war, 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  also  participating 
in  a  major  controversy  of  a  different  nature. 
This  controversy  dealt  with  the  matter  of 
"temperance."   Temperance  is  defined  as 
"moderation  in  or  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
intoxicating  drink." 

In  all  the  churches  affiliated  with  the 
King's  Mountain  Association,  there  was  an 
intensifying  debate  in  regard  to  the  proper 
handling  of  alcohol  and  its  use.   Some  churches 
tolerated  the  use  of  alcohol  in  the  lives  of  their 
members,  but  other  churches  greatly  opposed  it. 
When  the  King's  Mountain  Association  met  in  1859, 
the  Temperance  Committee  gave  the  following 
report  : 

We,  the  committee  to  report  on 

temperance  to  the  King's  Mountain 

Association,  beg  leave  to  say  that  we 

are  of  the  opinion  that  the  church  is 

the  place  to  give  the  most  effective 

check  to  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and 

we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be 

right  and  proper,  and  not  inconsistent 

with  the  Word  of  God,  for  this 

association  to  here  after  refuse  to 

receive  any  church  into  the  union  of 

this  body  without  said  church  having 

incorporated  into  its  rules  one 

forbidding  its  members  to  make,  buy, 

sell,  or  use  as  a  common  beverage  - 

9  1 
intoxicating  liquors.  " 


The  report  was  adopted, 
passed  which  said: 


Then  a  resolution  was 


Resolved,  That,  whereas,  the  association 
adopted  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
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temperance:   therefore,  we  will  withdraw 
ourselves  from  any  church  in  our  union 
which  holds  a  member  or  members  who  buy, 
sell,  or  drink  as  a  common  beverage  - 
kind  of  intoxicatinp  Rn-fr-ii-e.22 
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s  of  thirty  minutes,  the  roll  of 
ailed  by  Elder  Berry.   Several 
formerly  in  this  association 
because  they  failed  to  carry  out 
the  last  session  in  regard  to 

letters  were  rejected  and  laid 
h  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  one 

(Saturday)  when  the  meeting  hour 

of  the  High  Shoal  Baptist 
closed  by  lock  and  key.   The 

to  a  stand  erected  in  a  grove, 

of  the  association  was 
rain  until  the  hour  of 
unday  the  doors  were  opened 

in  the  church  as  usual.   No 
hamed  of  their  action  on 
y  opened  the  doors  on  Sunday 
e  temperance  issue  the  folio 
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"voted  to  pay  J.  A.  McSwain  $2.50  and 
dges  $1.50  for  running  the  protracted 
(The  1985  fee  paid  to  a  visiting 
for  a  series  of  revival  services  was 

in  1847  and  then  again  in  1856,  the 

voted  to  build  a  new  meetinghouse.   A 
had  been  selected  and  as  far  as  can  be 
,  work  had  been  progressing,  though 
wly,  on  this  new  structure.   In  March, 
church  "took  up  the  question  of 
the  meetinghouse."   Finally  in  June, 
new  church  was  completed.   This  was  the 
lding  used  by  the  High  Shoal  Baptist 


Second  Church  Building 


Artist 

Linda  Harriso 


Not  only  did  the  church  have  a  new  building, 
but  they  also  had  a  new  attitude  concerning 
missions  during  the  years  1860-1890.   Three 
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dollars  was 

contributed  to  the  first  mission 

offering  ta 

ken  in  1875.   A  short  time  later 

members  discussed  missions  again  and  adopted  "a 

system  of  q 

uarterly  payment  by  subscription." 

In  1880,  interest  in  missions  prompted  the 

church  to  authorize  the  clerk  ".  .  .  to  raise  all 

the  funds  p 

ossible  for  missionary  pastors.  .  ." 

and  one  man 

was  ".  .  .  appointed  to  raise  money  by 

subscription."   In  1881,  the  clerk  was  authorized 

to  procure 

".  .  .  a  box  to  use  monthly  for 

missions ." 

In  1882,  a  collection  was  taken  for 

Wake  Forest 

College  and  two  months  later  a 

collection 

was  taken  for  associational  missions. 

High  Shoal 

Baptist  Church  has  supported  sharing 

the  Gospel 

through  mission  giving  for  the  past  100 

years  . 

Within 

the  years  1860-1890  discipline 

continued  to  play  a  major  role  in  High  Shoal 

Baptist  Church  history.   In  1876,  it  was  reported 

that  "several  members  had  been  fiddling  and 

dancing." 

The  matter  was  investigated,  and  "the 

parties  involved  confessed  and  expressed  that  they 

were  sorry 

and  the  church  forgave  them."   Sins, 

such  as  car 

d  playing,  intoxication,  operating  a 

distillery, 

bastardy,  fighting,  and  not  attending 

church,  reg 

ularly  plagued  the  congregation. 

Other 

church  business  during  this  time 

included  a 

man's  request  for  a  letter  of  dismissal 

for  himself 

and  his  wife.   The  request  was  refused 

because  of 

indebtedness  to  the  church.   "B.  Green 

was  liberat 

ed  to  exercise  a  gift  in  public  so  far 

as  reading 

the  scriptures,  singing  and  praying, 

exhorting  and  admonishing  at  High  Shoal  Baptist 

Church  and 

the  neighboring  churches."   Also,  J.  M. 

Goode  was  1 

icensed  to  speak  in  public  according  to 

his  gift. 

In  March,  1878,  the  church  role  was 

called  and 

male  members  were  marked  who  were  not 

present  for 

the  meeting. 

The  fo 

llowing  ministers  served  as  pastors  of 

High  Shoal 

Baptist  Church  during  1860-1890: 

William  Mc S 

wain,  Drury  Scruggs,  George  M.  Webb, 

Robert  Post 

on,  George  W.  Rollins,  and  James  H. 

Yarboro.   Of  these  six  ministers,  Drury  Scruggs 

had  the  most  controversial  pastorate.  During  his 

years  at  Hi 

gh  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  it  became 
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had  been  excluded  from  his  former 
e  of  immoral  conduct.   As  can  be  best 
he  King's  Mountain  Association  and 
s  former  church  were  his  main 

fought  the  charges  for  a  while  but 
ending  lawsuit,  he  resigned  and  moved 
.28 
o  secure  entrances  into  the  church 

road  was  a  topic  of  business  in 
aeons  were  also  requested  to  have  the 

at  this  time,  and  it  should  be  noted 

the  year  that  the  early  land  deed 
orded  at  the  Courthouse  in 

rving  on  the  deacon  body  in  1882 
ah  Dobbins,  Ed  Hawkins,  J.  M.  Goode, 
r,  and  Silas  Bland.   The  clerk  was  J. 
The  approximate  total  membership  at 

262.   The  church  had  enjoyed  much 

its  first  fifty-one  years.   It  is 
o  note  that  as  members  died  the 
ation  would  be  placed  in  the  church 
he  name:   "Departed  this  life  in  full 
th  this  church  .  " 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  "agreed  to 
legislature  to  pass  an  act 

the  church  at  least  two  miles  each 


August  20  of  the  same  year,  J.  B.  Green 
rained  and  then  ordained  to  the  Gospel 
y  by  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church, 
other  controversy  plagued  the  church  in 
This  problem  dealt  with  the  church  property 

Hartwell  Wall  questioned  the  boundaries  of 
rch  land  in  the  first  deed  made  by  Joseph 
ack  in  1825.   Through  the  efforts  of  a  land 
ee  and  referees  an  agreement  was  reached, 
and  survey  was  made,  and  the  boundaries  for 
t  were  recorded. 

her  church  business  was  as  follows  in  the 
80's:   Five  persons  were  baptized  following 
acted  meeting;  three  men  were  appointed  to 
tove  flu  through  the  top  of  the  house;  the 
steps  were  repaired;  funds  were  raised  to 
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purchase  an  organ;  and  timber  was  cleared  off  near 
the  g  raveya  rd . 

On  March  17,  1888,  fifteen  Articles  of  Faith 
were  adopted  by  the  church.   These  articles 
contained  the  same  basic  principles  as  those  upon 
which  the  church  was  founded  back  in  1831. 

In  the  three  decades  from  1860  until  1890 
there  were  more  problems  regarding  "intoxication" 
and  other  "evils"  which  required  disciplinary 
action  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church. 
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Chap t e  r  5 

WIDENING  HORIZONS 
(  1890-1920) 


As  the  High  Shoal  Bap 
moves  on  into  1890,  new  ar 
introduced.   One  of  these 
school."   Musicians  would 
hold  a  series  of  meetings 
elements  of  music  would  be 
would  be  held  at  the  same 
or  possibly  two  weeks  and 
church  would  participate, 
looked  forward  to  these  we 

Although  little  has  b 
about  the  construction  of 
house,  in  May,  1891,  the  r 
new  church  house  is  couple 
time,  the  old  building  had 
regular  meetings  of  the  ch 
designated  place  in  Henrie 
house  is  the  same  building 
1985.  The  porch,  educatio 
were  added  later. 

It  was  also  recorded 
the  time  of  completion,  th 
$188.00  remaining  on  the  n 

A  committee  was  selec 
seating  and  painting  of  th 
actual  dedication  of  the  n 
until  three  years  later  in 
dedication  sermon  was  prea 
he  was  paid  $10.60  for  his 
the  dedication  of  the  new 
its  land  posted. 

The  first  reference  t 
Convention  was  in  1891  whe 
"help  defray  the  expense  o 
$3.75.  A  year  later  the  c 
"aid  a  delegate  to  go  to  t 
Convention." 

On  Februa 
wife  conveyed 
tract  of  land 
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In  July  of  that  same  year  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  baptized  36  persons  following  a  protracted 
mee  ting. 

An  important  event  occurred  in  the  community 
around  the  raid  1390's.   It  was  then  that  Mr. 
Raleigh  R.  Haynes  "built  a  big  store  at  the 
corner"  in  Henrietta.   This  store  still  stands  in 
1985  and  houses  three  different  businesses. 

Rev.  T.  B.  Bright  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Irvin  served 
as  pastors  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  from  1890 
until  the  early  1900's.   Rev.  Bright  served  for 
only  two  years  but  Rev.  Irvin  had  one  of  the  three 
longest  consecutive  pastorates  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church,  approximately  thirteen  years.   The 
two  other  longer  pastorates  were:   Rev.  D.  G. 
Washburn,  18  years,  Rev.  W.  F.  McGinnis,  23  years. 

Rev.  Irvin  had  baptized  both  of  these  two 
later  pastors.   Rev.  Washburn  was  baptized  at  the 
Double  Springs  Church  while  Rev.  Irvin  was  serving 
there  and  Rev.  McGinnis  was  baptized  at  the  Beaver 
Dam  Church  while  Rev.  Irvin  was  pastor  there. 

In  1900,  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  served  as 
the  host  church  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Sandy  Run  Association.   Rev.  J.  M.  Goode  brought  a 
message  based  on  Mark  9:49.   On  two  later 
occasions  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  also  served  as 
host  for  the  as s oc ia t iona 1  meeting  -  one  was  in 
1924  and  the  other  in  1946. 31 

The  first  record  of  a  Memorial  Day  Service 
held  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  May,  1902.   Pastor  A.  C.  Irvin 
preached  the  sermon  and  "Brother  Jourdan  made  an 
interesting  talk."   A  collection  of  $7.37  was 
taken  for  cleaning  off  the  graveyard.   Seven  years 
later,  in  1909,  there  were  four  speakers  at  the 
Memorial  Day  Service,  and  it  was  recorded  that  the 
graves  were  decorated. 

In  1902  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was 
beginning  its  s event y- f i r s t  year  as  an  organized 
church.   It  was  called  upon  quite  often  to  help 
its  sister  churches  in  special  functions.   On 
April  26,  1903,  the  eldership  and  deacons  of  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  assisted  in  organized  the 
Cliffside  Baptist  Church.   They  also  gave 
assistance  to  Floyd's  Creek  Church  in  ordaining 
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J.  R.  Matheny  (1912).   High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
ordained  her  own  W.  E.  Goode  (1905)  and  then 
assisted  the  young  Cliffside  church  in  ordaining 
Zeno  Wall  (1908)  and  Willie  Tate  (1912). 


Rev .  A.  C .  Irv  in 
Pastor  1892-1905 
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Rev.  C.  T.  Tew 
Pastor  1911-1912 


the  members  of  the  church. 

In  January,  1912,  the  church  discipline 
committee  charged  seven  persons  with  "dancing." 
The  deacons  were  requested  to  meet  with  the 
parties  involved.   In  other  business,  the  church 
also  agreed  to  read  its  rules  every  quarter. 

For  reasons  not  given,  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Music 
Director  resigned  their  positions  in  September  of 
this  same  year. 

After  the  resignation  of  C.  T.  Tew,  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  used  J.  R .  Matheny  to  supply 
for  several  months. 

In  August,  1912,  Rev.  D.  G.  Washburn  preached 
a  revival  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   The 
church  then  called  him  to  be  pastor  and  he 
responded  affirmatively.   A  facsimile  of  his 
letter  of  acceptance  is  printed  herewith.  .  . 

In  January,  1913,  Rev.  Washburn  began  a  loug 
and  fruitful  ministry  of  eighteen  years  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church.   One  characteristic  of  Rev. 
Washburn  which  is  remembered  by  many  is  that  he 
could  be  heard  preaching  "as  far  away  as  the  oil 


tanks."  On  some  occasions  he 
horse  or  horse  and  buggy  and  c 
portable  hitching  post  with  hi 
he  would  ride  the  train  to  Hen 
(located  today  at  Honeycutt's 
Ellenboro)  and  would  either  be 
member  on  horseback  or  in  a  bu 
walk  the  3  1/2  miles  to  High  S 
on  foot. 

For  part  of  Rev.  Washburn 
preaching  sevices  were  held  on 
month  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Ch 
arriving  in  the  community  on  S 
monthly  conference  and  preachi 
Washburn  would  randomly  select 
families  where  he  would  spend 
meals  until  after  the  preachin 
He  would  then  leave  the  commun 
his  home  near  Lattimore,  NC. 
older  members  fondly  remember 
of  fellowship  with  Rev,  Washbu 

In  1913,  the  leaders  of  H 
Church  assisted  in  the  organiz 
Baptist  Church.  The  following 
helped  Trinity  ordain  J.  H.  We 

In  1914,  a  practice  was  b 
the  "names  of  all  male  members 
the  amounts  paid  for  the  suppo 
A  similar  practice  was  carried 
the  treasurer  reported  the  nam 
not  paid  anything  toward  the  e 
church  and  these  names  were  tu 
Board  of  Deacons  and  were  repo 
at  a  later  date. 

Continuing  with  money  mat 
recorded  that  $503.75  was  rais 
1917,  the  total  budgeted  amoun 
year  was  $657.65. 

During  the  years  1910-192 
Baptist  Church  continued  to  be 
Boiling  Springs  High  School, 
collections  in  the  amounts  of 
were  taken  "to  help  pay  the  bo 
preachers  at  Boiling  Springs." 
contributed  $10.00  for  the  pai 
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Rev.  D.  G.  Washburn 
Pastor  1913-1931 


schoolhouse  and 
build  ing .   For 
chosen  and  $10. 
expenses  at  the 
Baptist  Church 
drives  for  Chr  i 
was  designated 
Thro  ugh  one  of 
contributed  $2, 
February,  19  19. 

Several  pr 
meraor  ies  of  bei 
Church's  active 
to  1920.   Mrs. 
group . 

Dur  ing  t h  i 
about  church  di 


$5.00  for  insuring  the  school 
two  years  a  particular  student  was 
00  was  raised  yearly  for  his 

school.   Moreover,  High  Shoal 
also  participated  in  several  fund 
stian  education,  a  part  of  which 
for  Boiling  Springs  High  School, 
these  drives,  the  church 
038.00  to  Christian  education  in 

esent  church  members  have  vivid 
ng  part  of  High  Shoal  Baptist 

Sunbeam  Band  within  the  years  1915 
Leona  Wall  was  the  leader  of  the 

s  time  not  as  much  was  being  said 
scipline.   A  man  "accused  himself 
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of  fornication"  and  the  chu 
him.   A  woman  was  excluded 
"denying  the  Baptist  faith. 

The  Memorial  Day  servi 
is  today,  a  highlight  of  th 
1917,  the  Memorial  Day  Addr 
Lawyer  Peyton  McSwain,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  Memoria 
had."  In  1918,  several  out 
leaders  were  featured  on  th 
Superintendent  Hill,  Judge 
B.  Pruett  all  gave  speeches 
Shelby  preached  the  Memoria 
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at  an  auction  for  $8.75. 
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calling  of  Rev.  Washburn  "to 
or  for  half  time"  rather  than 
which  had  been  customary  in  t 
pastoral  leadership  would  ope 
growth  and  new  opportunities 
people  at  High  Shoal  Baptist 
f o  rward . 
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Chap t  e  r  6 

COMING  OF  AGE 
(  1920-1952) 


Chur 
in  n 
buil 
me  th 

supp 
chur 

and 

and 

of  t 

appr 

pews 

plac 

in  1 

Bapt 

larg 

po  tb 

end 

ref  1 

c  loc 

near 

from 

side 

sat 

Sane 

pulp 

Hors 

ther 

the 

d  i  v  i 

bale 

Sane 

date 

thou 

new 

have 


Fol 
ch  h 
umbe 
ding 
od  s 

In 
ort 
ch  w 
sold 
new 
he  c 
ov  ed 

whi 
ed  i 
924. 

Pri 
is  t 
e  ro 
elli 
of  t 
ec  t  o 
k  wa 

the 

the 

of 
on  t 
tuar 
it  , 
e  s  w 
e  f  o  r 

Aft 
pulp 
de  t 
ony 
t  ua  r 

of 
ght 
c  1  a  s 

It 

a  b 


lo  win 
ad  a 
r  .   I 
,  on 
and  o 
1923 
to  ma 
as  pa 

for 
Sunda 
hurch 

to  r 
ch  a r 
n  the 


g  Wo 

peri 

mpro 

the 

rgan 

and 

king 

in  t  e 

$7.5 

y  Sc 

bui 
e  sea 
e  st 

chu 


rid  War  I,  High  Shoal  Baptist 
od  of  growth,  both  in  spirit  and 
vements  were  made  on  the  church 
church  grounds,  and  in  the 
ization  of  the  church  work. 
1924,  the  congregation  gave 

repairs  and  improvements.   The 
d;  2  1/2  cords  of  wood  were  cut 
0;  the  church  yard  was  cleaned; 
hool  rooms  were  added  at  the  rear 
lding.   It  was  unanimously 
t  the  church  at  that  time.   The 
ill  in  use  today  were  first 
rch  during  this  remodeling  period 
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during  the  1920's  to 
d  in  the  church 


vestibule.   Water  was  obtained  from  the  spring 
below  the  church  and  was  brought  up  prior  to 
services . 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  during  the  1  9  2  0  '  s  , 
was  a  vibrant  and  growing  body,  strong  and 
influential  —  a  real  "lighthouse"  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  worshipped  there.   People  were  sincere 
in  their  beliefs  and  in  their  dedication  to  God's 
house  and  His  work. 

During  the  twenties,  the  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  Choir  was  known  far  and  wide  for  its 
"exceptional"  singing  talent.   One  member  said, 
"people  would  come  from  everywhere  to  hear  the 
High  Shoal  choir  sing." 

Special  musical  programs,  called  "Singings," 
were  often  held  on  Sunday  evenings  in  the 
Sanctuary.   Individuals  and  groups  would  perform 
often  to  a  full  house.   Singings  were  popular  with 
young  and  old  alike.   Mr.  Jimmy  Robinson  was  the 
"Choister"  during  this  time. 

In  1925,  a  new  heating  plant  was  installed  in 
church.   Warm  air  was  run  through  large  pipes  to 
the  auditorium,  but  the  recently  built  classrooms 
of  the  church  were  not  included  in  the  layout  of 
the  new  heating  system. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  the  first  locks 
were  put  on  the  church  doors. 

These  physical  improvements  bring  up  the  . 
consideration  of  financial  matters.   The  church 
had  pledge  cards  printed  for  the  purpose  of1 
finding  what  amount  each  individual  member  would 
pay  yearly  to  finance  the  church  programs.   Also, 
a  record  was  begun  showing  how  much  each  member 
actually  gave  for  local  expenses  and  building  and 
yard  improvements.   Gifts  ranged  from  five  cents 
to  $348.61.   Fifty-eight  persons  gave  less  than 
$1.00  each.   Sixty-eight  persons  gave  $10.00  or 
more  during  a  twelve  month  period.   The  sexton's 
pay  was  increased  to  $15.00  per  quarter  and  a  copy 
of  rules  was  drawn  up  for  the  sexton. 

On  the  theory  that  God  would  not  allow  His 
house  to  burn  down,  the  church  had  never  carried 
fire  and  storm  insurance.   By  1925  church  fires  in 
other  communities  convinced  some  of  the  leaders  to 
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$6,000.00  insurance  policy  on  the 

the  most  outstanding  events  of  the 
the  establishment  of  a  graded  Sunday 
.  Walter  Hicks,  Sunday  School 
ent,  led  in  this  project.   In  1925 
workers  came  and  assisted  the  church 
religious  census.   Results  showed  a 

0  prospects  for  the  Sunday  School, 
these  were  church  members.   After 

ng  in  a  study  course  for  the  different 

church  leaders  proceeded  to  divide  the 

01  into  seven  different  age  groups, 
m  Adult  through  Cradle  Roll.   The 

en dance  in  Sunday  School  in  1925  was 


Mission  support  contributions  for  this  same 

were  as  follows:   Thomasville  Orphanage, 
.18;  Near  East  Relief,  $28.38;  Walters  Durham, 
65;  and  T.  D.  Rollins,  $12.00. 

A  Bible  Reading  Campaign  was  also  held  in 
The  results  of  this  project  showed  95,000 
ters  being  read  by  the  church  membership 
in  a  twelve  month  period.   A  total  of  eighty 
ons  read  the  entire  Bible. 

Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  also  active  in 
1920's.   One  group  was  recorded  with  a 
ership  of  twelve  and  by  1930  that  membership 
grown  to  twenty-one.   The  total  yearly 
ribution  to  missions  and  benevolences  from 

organization  was  $38.80  in  1927. 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  assisted  Race  Path 
ch  in  ordaining  Charlie  Gillespie  into  the 
stry.   Little  else  was  said  in  the  church 
tes  about  ordinations  during  the  early  and 
le  1920's. 

By  the  year  1925,  many  churches  were  either 
ping  or  getting  lax  about  church  discipline 
not  so  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   A  copy 
he  church  covenant  was  printed  and  sent  to 

member.   In  1926,  the  church  withdrew 
owship  from  one  man  for  being  separated  from 
wife  and  for  getting  drunk.   It  was  also 
rded  that  the  church  agreed  to  bear  with  a 
er  for  an  offense  not  stated  in  the  records. 
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927,  after  a  very  spiritual 

ing,  twenty-seven  people  joined  the 

ience  and  were  candidates  for 
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any  years  most  of  the  baptisms  for  High 
ist  Church  were  held  at  the  big  rock 
id  Wall  homeplace.   The  men  of  the 
Id  gather  on  Saturday  afternoon  before 
ing  ,  fill  up  bags  of  sand,  and  "pond  up" 
deep  enough  for  the  next  day's  service. 

church  members  recall  that  ladies  who 

baptized  would  pin  their  white  dresses 
etticoats  to  prevent  them  from  rising  in 
during  baptism. 

as  the  baptismal  services  of  those  days 
rom  the  practices  today,  so  did  the 

observing  the  Lord's  Supper.   Instead 
ual  communion  glasses,  only  one  goblet 
or  all  participating  in  the  service, 
t  would  be  passed  from  member  to  member, 
used  in  the  communion  service  was 
homemade  loaf  from  which  each  person 
k  an  individual  piece.   The  Lord's 

observed  quarterly  at  that  time, 
hurch  records  in  1927  contain  a  list  of 
made  toward  the  purchase  of  an 

for  the  beloved  pastor,  D.  G.  Washburn, 
known  if  the  automobile  was  actually 

e  late  1920's  a  new  church  organ  was 

and  songbooks  were  bought  for  the 

ung  People's  Union.   ("BYPU"  as  it  was 

called . ) 
hurch  gave  much  support  to  young  people 
s  time.   A  special  Children's  Day  was 
ne  Sunday  (probably  much  like  "Youth 
85),  and  also  a  particular  room  was 
n  the  church  basement  as  a  meeting  place 
termediate  Department  of  the  Sunday 
he  church  further  showed   its  support 
by  voting  to  pay  the  tuition  of  one 
sterial  student  at  Boiling  Springs 
lege  (formerly  Boiling  Springs  High 

ds  of  church  organization  were  changing 
uring  the  late  19  2  0's.   The  church  began 
aries  each  month  instead  of  quarterly, 
ion  was  given  to  the  rotation  of 
nd  a  new  budget  system  was  approved. 
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Pictures  of  Sid  Wall 
homeplace  and  nearby  creek 
where  many  baptismal 
services  for  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church  were  held. 


Outdoor  baptismal  service  conducted  by  Rev.  Zeno 

Wall,  son  of  Sid  and  Jane  Wall.   (Exact  location 

i  s  unknown . ) 
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Baptist  Church 
s  100th 

st  church.   The 
nday  ,  July  27  , 
y  f  r om  the 

of  service  on 
page  . 
L.  Hicks  shared 

wh ich  dealt  with 

100  years.   At 
.  Hicks  said: 
ke  s  and  have 
o  follow  the 
,  we  are  yet 
that  we  have 
rch  building 
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e  t  was  adopted 

f o 1  lows : 


Budget  -  1932 
Yearly  Basis 

$300.00  -  Pastor's  Salary  (approximately  $5.77 

per  week ) 
$100.00  -  Sexton's  Salary 
$50.00   -  Incidentals  and  fuel 
$10.00   -  Graveyard 
$150.00  -  Gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program 

(one-half  was  given  to  Boiling  Springs 

Junior  College.) 
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MONDAY,  JULY  27,  1931 
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A.   M. — Song  Service. 

A.    M. — Scripture   Reading   and    Prayer Rev.    J. 'M.    Goode. 

A.   M. — Address   of   Welcome   and   Recognition;   Pastor,   Rev.    D.    G. 
Washburn. 

A.  M. — Response.  Rev.   C.  C.   Matheny,  Moderator,   Sandy  Run  Bap- 
tist Association. 

A.  M. — Special  Music Mr.  and   Mrs.   A.   M.   Hicks. 

A.    M. — History   of   Church W.    L.    Hicks 

A.    M. — Old    Time    Christian    Harmony   Hymns By    Old    People 

A.    M. — Centennial    Sermon ,._„  ....Dr.    Zeno    Wail 

P.    M. — Song  * "Faith    of    Our   Fathers" 

P.  M. — Dinner  on   Ground. 

P.   M. — Song  Service   and   Prayer. 

P.  M  — "My  Early  Conception  of  High  Shoal  Church" — Z.  0.  Jenkins 

P.    M. — "Early   Occurrences   in   High   Shoal    Church."    G.    B.    Pruett, 

Clerk,   Sandy  Run   Baptist  Association. 

p.   M— Songs....  .. Mark  and   A.    C.   Lovelace 

P.    M. — Address— "Church    Ei'iciency" R.    E.    Price 

P.  M. — Various. 

Actual  Bulletin  Used  at  the 
100th  Anniversary  Celebration 
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High 


Shoal  Baptist  Church 
July  27,  1931 
100th  Anniversary 


Artist 

Julie  Duncan 
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Rev.  D.  F.  Putnam 
Pastor  1932-1934 


Rev.  M.  D,  Blanton 
Pastor  1934-1935 
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in  the  1930's,  an  "s"  began 
regularity  on  the  word  "shoal"  in 
nutes  of  the  church.   It  is  not 
this  change  took  place.   There  was 
y  business  meeting  in  which  the 
rch  was  changed  from  High  Shoal  to 

from  the  Memorial  Day  Service,  held 
s  on  the  next  page.   This  program 
f  the  format  used  at  Memorial 

this  t  ime . 
he  church  decided  to  divide  members 
ories:   resident,  nonresident, 
ctive.   A  letter  was  sent  to  all 
nt  members  encouraging  them  to 
n  attendance  and  in  financial 
er  letter  requested  the  nonresident 
s  to  attend  church  as  often  as 
ntribute  money  according  to  their 
etter  said,  "Anybody  can  make  a 

It  may  be  the  widow's  mite,  but 
s  according  to  the  sacrifice  and 
he  giver." 

budget  of  $24.00  per  week  was 
is  time  the  pastor's  salary  was 
0  per  week.   Also,  a  donation  of 

to  Pastor  T.  H.  Parris  to  help  pay 
ile  attending  the  Southern  Baptist 
ew  Orleans,  Louisana. 
s  state  that  repairs  were  made  to 
of  the  basement  of  the  church. 
r  problem  which  has  continued  to 
ch  for  many  years,  even  until  the 

her  improvement  was  made  in  1937 
as  covered  at  a  cost  of  $400.00. 
uke  Power  requested  a  right-of-way 
roperty.   At  this  time  the  church 

no  trustees  to  act  in  its  behalf. 

J.  R.  Goforth,  and  W.  P.  Carpenter 

serve  in  this  capacity, 
he  time  for  preaching  services  was 
first  and  second  Sunday  nights  and 
ourth  Sunday  mornings  in  each 

important  change  was  that  church 
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MEMORIAL  DAY  PROGRAM 
May  26,  1935 

10:00  Sunday  School The  Meaning 

of  The  Lord's  Supper. 

10:45  Closing  Exercise 

11:00  Special  Music Choir 

PREACHING  SERVICE 

Scripture 

Reading  .  ,  .Exodus  18:  1-15 Pastor. 

Offertory  

Special  Music Mr.  &  Mrs. 

A .  M .  Hicks 

Sermon  .  .  .Family  Gatherings  .....  .Pastor, 

Rev.  M.  D.  Blanton 

Closing  Hymn  . , 

12:00  NOON  HOUR 

1:30  Song  Service:   Music  by  the  following: 

Hopper  Twins,  Camp's  Creek  Baptist  Church. 
Cliffside  Choir,  Cliffside  Baptist  Church. 
The  Dover  Quartette,  Dover  Baptist  Church, 

Shelby,  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hicks,  Pritchard  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Robinson  Girls,  Cliffside  Baptist  Church. 

Other  Singers  have  been  invited.   In  case  they 
should  come  we  shall  be  glad  to  arrange  a  place  on 
the  program  for  them. 
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conference  would  be  held  on  Wednesday  night  before 
each  fourth  Sunday. 

The  singing  schools  mentioned  earlier  were 
popular  and  fairly  common  in  the  1930's.   Mr. 
Charlie  Greene  led  a  ten-day  school  in  1938  and 
Mr.  Carl  Jordan  led  another  singing  school 
sometime  before  1940. 

In  1938,  the  pastor,  Rev.  H.  L.  Phillips  and 
several  church  members  participated  in  a  45  minute 
radio  program  from  WSPA  in  Spartanburg,  SC.   The 
following  order  of  service  is  taken  from  the 
January  30th  program: 

Radio  Program  for  January  30,  1938 
2:00  to  2:45 

Opening  Song:   "Ready" 

Talk  on  Theme:   "Each  Disciple  His  Witness"  .  . 

Rev.  Prince 
Song:   "Ready"  (Last  Verse) 
Introduction  of  Program:   Mr.  John  Moore 

Special  Song:   "Our  Best" Miss  Martha  and 

Kathleen  Phillips 
Prayer:   Rev.  H.  L.  Phillips 

1st  Discussion:   "A  Vital  Experience".  .  .  .  Mr. 

Me lvin  Flynn 

Poem:   "The  World's  Bible" Miss 

Margaret  Burgess 
Special  Song:   "The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd".  .  Miss 

Florence  Blanton 
2nd  Discussion:   "Oral  Declaration".  .  .  .  Miss 

Mary  Burgess 
Special  Song:   "I  Heard  the  Voice  of 

Jesus  Say" Miss  Willina  Costner  and 

Miss  Margaret  Matheny 
3rd  Discussion:   "Personal  Demonstration".  .  .  Mr. 

R.  K.  Ledbe  t  te  r 
4th  Discussion:   "What  It  Takes  To  Be  A  Soul 

Winner" Rev.  H.  L.  Phillips 

Closing  Prayer:   Mr.  Leburn  Carpenter 

After  the  resignation  of  Rev.  H.  L.  Phillips 
in  November,  1938,  the  church  decided  to  use 
ministerial  students  from  Boiling  Springs  Junior 
College  to  supply  the  pulpit.   It  was  also  agreed 


'»7 


to  have  only  day  services  for  two  Sundays  in  each 
month  during  this  supply  period. 

Beginning  in  1939,  the  church  decided  to 
designate  the  first  and  third  Sunday  evenings  and 
the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  mornings  of  each 
month  as  the  time  for  regular  preaching  services. 
This  would  leave  the  other  Sundays  and  Sunday 
nights  open  for  Rev.  Pitts  to  pastor  another 
church  in  the  area  if  there  should  be  a  call. 

Up  until  this  time,  all  previous  pastors  had 
served  several  other  churches  in  addition  to  their 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  pastorate.   This  gave 
them  greater  experience  and  the  opportunity  to 
earn  more  income. 


Rev.  Lee  Roy  Pitts 
Pastor  1939-1941 


In  the  early  1940's,  approximately  twenty 
people  came  from  the  Henrietta  Baptist  Church  to 
join  the  fellowship  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church. 
This  group  remained  there  until  September,  1940, 
when  twenty-four  members  were  granted  letters  of 
dismissal  to  organize  a  new  church.   This  new 
church  is  today  known  as  the  Temple  Baptist  Church 
in  Henrietta,  NC. 

Church  minutes  were  almost  nonexistent  in  the 
years  1940  through  1944.  These  were  the  uncertain 
years  of  World  War  II  and  all  areas  of  life,  even 
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ntioned  by  those  who 
annual  "Work  Day," 
Baptist  Church  to 
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ogether  and  help  clean 
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Through  the  years 
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Rev.  W.  F.  McGinnis 
Pastor  1945-1968 
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As  the  1951-52  church  year  concluded,  the 
owing  figures  give  enlightenment  on  the 
vities  of  this  120  year  old  church,  which  had 
y  "come  of  age." 


1951-52  Enrollment 

Total  Members  -  248 
Resident  Members  -  156 
Sunday  School  Members  -  146 
Vacation  Bible  School  -  53 
Training  Union  -  42 
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Chap  t  e  r  7 

MINISTERING 
(  1953-1984) 

Early  in  1953,  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was 
making  plans  to  build  an  addition  to  the 
educational  building  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$20,000.00.   A  dining  room  and  kitchen  were  to  be 
included  in  the  proposed  building.   Mr.  Ad  Wall  is 
remembered  by  many  for  laying  the  last  three 
bricks  in  the  new  Sunday  School  plant,  which  was 
completed  in  1954.   A  picture  made  during  the 
actual  construction  is  included  on  another  page. 

Not  only  were  changes  being  made  in  the 
physical  realm  of  the  church  during  the  early  and 
raid  1950's,  but  changes  and  decisions  were  also 
being  made  in  the  hearts  of  some  of  the  young 
adults  who  attended  the  church.   Dan  Silver  was 
one  of  these  who  had  made  a  public  profession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  at  an  early  age,  but  now  he 
realized  that  God  had  a  special  plan  for  his  life. 
In  August,  1955,  the  church  licensed  Dan  to  the 
Gospel  ministry. 

One  year  later  on  August  5,  1956,  an 
ordaining  council  met  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  Dan  Silver.   W.F. 
McGinnis,  Tom  Lawrence,  L.  W.  Cain,  and  Harold 
Brown  were  the  ministers  on  the  council.   Two 
other  ministers  sat  in:   W.  T.  Luckadoo  and  M.  D. 
Blanton.   Fifteen  deacons  were  present  from 
Alexander,  Walls,  Cliffside,  Goode's  Creek  and 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Churches.   The  candidate  was 
called  upon  to  give  a  complete  story  of  his  call 
into  the  ministry;  his  concept  of  the  Bible;  his 
belief  in  missions  as  taught  in  the  Bible;  his 
conviction  about  missions  as  promoted  by  the 
denomination;  the  two  ordinances  of  the  church; 
the  second  coming  of  Christ;  and  his  concept  of 
salvation.   Following  the  examination,  it  was 
recommended  that  Dan  Silver  be  ordained. 

Rev.  M.  D.  Blanton  preached  the  ordination 
sermon.   Rev.  Tom  Lawrence  gave  the  charge;  Rev. 
W.  F.  McGinnis  presented  the  Bible  from  High  Shoal 
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Baptist  Church;  and  Rev.  W.  T.  Luckadoo  led  the 
ordination  prayer. 

Dan  Silver  remembers  with  deep  appreciation 
the  many  opportunities  given  him  to  preach  on 
Sunday  evenings  during  those  early  years  of  his 
ministry.   He,  along  with  many  other  youth  down 
through  the  years,  feels  a  great  debt  of  gratitude 
to  Pastor  McGinnis  and  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
for  the  support  and  encouragement  given  to  him 
during  his  youth. 

In  the  summer  of  1955,  the  church  approved 
the  following  recommendations  made  by  the  pastor: 
(1)  The  general  secretary  of  the  church  would 
assist  the  treasurer,  (2)  The  roof  over  the 
auditorium  would  be  covered  on  a  pay-as-we-go 
basis,  (3)  The  yard  would  be  sowed  in  the  coming 
fall  and  spring,  and  (4)  A  fellowship  supper  would 
be  held  once  a  quarter. 

Three  other  motions  were  tabled  at  this  time: 
(1)  To  brick  veneer  the  auditorium,  (2)  To  build  a 
porch,  and  (3)  To  secure  a  music  director. 

1956  shows  the  fruit  of  some  of  these 
recommendations.   A  new  roof  was  placed  on  the 
Sanctuary,  and  shortly  thereafter,  a  portion  of 
the  church  lawn  was  graded  and  sowed  in  grass. 

Church  improvements  continued  in  the  late 
1950's.   A  new  piano  and  a  filing  cabinet  were 
secured,  and  consideration  was  given  to 
establishing  a  nursery  during  Morning  Worship. 

In  1958,  a  religious  census  was  taken;  a 
Training  Union  Study  Course  was  conducted;  and  six 
deacons  were  elected  to  serve  on  the  Deacon  Board, 
with  two  rotating  off  each  year.   The  new  but 
well-deserved  policy  of  giving  the  pastor  an 
annual  vacation  was  also  approved  at  this  time. 

Through  the  years  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
has  been  supportive  of  the  policies  and  practices 
of  the  Sandy  Run  Association:   In  1958,  the  church 
made  a  $50.00  contribution  toward  a  parsonage  for 
the  Associational  Missionary.   In  1962,  the  church 
voted  to  pay  2%  of  all  offerings  to  the 
Association.   (In  1985,  3%  of  the  church  income 
goes  to  the  Association).   Additional  support  was 
shown  when  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  voted  to  give 
$350.00  over  a  three-year  period  toward  the 
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purchase  of  an  Associational  Office  Building. 
This  was  done  in  August,  1972. 

While  leading  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
congregation  during  the  fifties,  Rev.  McGinnis  was 
also  active  on  the  associational  level.   He  served 
as  Association  Clerk  for  a  total  of  five  years  - 
1951  through  1955  and  previously  for  one  year  in 
1948. 

In  1959,  a  Memorial  Fund  was  established  with 
the  understanding  that  the  interest  earned  would 
be  used  for  the  upkeep  of  the  cemetery.   Mr. 
George  Padgett,  who  was  church  treasurer  at  the 
time,  was  instrumental  in  starting  this  fund.   The 
following  policy  concerning  the  cemetery  was 
adopted : 

The  ground  across  the  road  in  front  of 
the  church  will  be  laid  off  in  lots  of 
20  by  20  feet,  spaced  2  feet  between 
each  lot  for  convenience  to  get  around. 
There  will  be  8  graves  in  each  lot  for 
church  members.   Also,  the  church  will 
lay  off  lots  in  other  parts  of  the 
cemetery  when  possible,  and  if 
convenient,  will  use  the  space  for 
graves  in  the  old  cemetery  first. 
Beginning  as  of  now  (1959),  all  new 
graves  with  foot  markers  or  any  kind  of 
enclosure  should  be  level  with  the 
ground  or  not  more  than  1  inch  above  the 
ground  so  that  grass  can  be  mowed  at  all 
times.   All  church  members  who  will 
cooperate  with  the  recommendation  are  to 
contribute  a  minimum  of  $10.00.   All 
nonmembers  contribute  a  minimum  of 
$15.00  for  each  burial  on  either  side  of 
the  road,  except  in  front  of  the  church 
where  the  lots  are  lined  up.   Those  in 
front  of  the  church  will  be  $20.00  for 
each  burial.   All  money  collected  is  to 
be  used  for  the  expense  and  upkeep  of 
the  cemetery . 

Copies  of  the  above  rules  were  to  be  printed 
and  distributed.   No  one  was  to  dig  a  grave  or 
make  any  change  until  after  approval  by  the 
Grounds  Committee.   All  persons  with  loved  ones 
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buried  in  the  cemetery  were  invited  to  contribute 
to  the  "High  Shoal  Memorial  Fund"  with  the  money 
to  be  invested  for  perpetual  care  of  the  cemetery. 
The  present  history  book  is  written  with  this 
same  purpose  in  mind.   All  profit  from  the  sale  of 
this  book  will  be  invested  in  the  Perpetual  Fund 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  care  and  upkeep  of  the 
cerae te  r y . 


Cemete r y 

In  April,  1960,  the  church  began  paying  a 
music  director  $10.00  per  week.   Mrs.  Florence 
Scruggs  was  called  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 
Mrs.  Scruggs  led  in  the  music  ministry  of  the 
church  until  December,  1966  -  a  total  of 
approximately  6  1/2  years. 

A  small  library  was  begun  in  the  early 
1960's.   People  were  encouraged  to  donate  books  to 
the  library  and  a  policy  of  a  penny  per  day  for 
overdue  books  was  established. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  office  of 
"librarian"  was  seen  occasionally  in  the  church 
records  during  the  1920's  and  1940's.   Also,  back 
in  1901  it  was  recorded  in  the  As s oc ia t io nal 
Minutes  that  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  had  36 
volumes  in  its  library.   If  such  an  earlier  church 
library  existed,  it  was  evidently  disbanded  and 
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forgotten  because  none  of  its  books  and  materials 
were  retained . 

Continuing  on  into  the  1960's,  a  new  lawn 
mower  and  a  typewriter  were  purchased  and  an 
outside  light  was  installed.   An  area  was  marked 
for  parallel  parking  on  the  right  side  of  the 
church.   A  new  P. A.  system,  donated  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roy  Harris,  was  also  placed  in  the  church 
during  the  early  1960's.   This  was  indeed  an 
appropriate  time  for  the  church  to  decide  to  keep 
its  doors  locked  when  not  having  services. 

The  church  exercised  sensitivity  to  the 
pastor's  needs  by  securing  relief  and  annuity 
benefits  for  him.   In  addition,  the  church  paid 
the  pastor's  expenses  to  the  State  Baptist 
Convention  in  Greensboro. 

In  the  1960's,  under  the  continued  leadership 
of  Rev.  McGinnis,  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
participated  in  several  new  practices  which  proved 
meaningful  to  the  church.   On  one  occasion,  in 
place  of  the  traditional  evangelistic  revival,  the 
church  engaged  in  a  stewardship  and  visitation 
revival . 

Two  years  later,  in  1963,  members  were 
greatly  blessed  by  being  part  of  a  program  which 
brought  a  different  missionary  into  the  church 
each  night  for  a  week.   This  was  known  as  a 
"School  of  Missions". 

Another  change  in  1966  was  the  adoption  of 
the  Life  and  Work  Curriculum  Literature  for  the 
Sunday  School.   High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  also  had 
an  additional  opportunity  for  study  and  growth  as 
the  practice  of  participating  in  January  Bible 
Study  was  begun.   At  this  time,  Rev.  McGinnis  led 
the  church  in  an  in-depth  study  of  Ephesians. 

It  might  be  mentioned  here  that  many  church 
members  felt  that  Rev.  McGinnis  was  an  outstanding 
Even  in  1985  many  remember  drawings  and 
shared  in  a  study  atmosphere  led  by  the 
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Roy  Harris,  a  professional  photographer, 
was  a  member  of  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
congregation  in  the  early  sixties.   During  this 
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PATHFINDERS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 
October,  1963 

,  to  R)  Spurgeon  Biddy,  Ralph  Huntley,  Tom  Matheny ,  Noyce  Padgett,  Sr., 
ard  Wall,  Rev.  W.  F.  McGinms. 


DEACON  BOARD 
1963 


(L  to  R)  Roy  L.  Hams,  George   Padgett,  Clinton  Greene,  Rev.  W.  F. 
McGinnis,  Max  Burgess,  Behaden  Byers,  Not  Pictured  Cecal  Wall. 
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Rev.  Robert  E.  Biggerstaff 
Pastor  1968-1973 


Dr.  J.  T.  Gillispie 
Inte  r  im  Pas  tor  1968 

In  June,  1968,  Rev.  Robert  E.  Biggerstaff 
accepted  the  call  as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church.   Though  this  was  Rev.  Bi gge r s t a f f  '  s  first 
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rage  attendance  was  75.  A  y 
School  enrollment  had  increa 
rage  attendance  was  86.  Dur 
riod,  additional  concern  for 
wn  when  High  Shoal  Baptist  C 
pated  in  a  community-wide  ce 

August,  1968,  the  church  dr 
From  the  1946-47  remodeling 

water  had  been  pumped  into 
near  the  Standard  Oil  Tanks, 
the  church  tied  into  the  wel 
en  Byers  and  secured  water  t 
1  was  drilled  in  1968. 
en  the  new  Deacon  Board  met 
me  year,  one  additional  deac 

to  the  body,  making  a  total 
deacons.   This  number  still 
in  1985. 

Sanctuary  remodeling  program 
The  celotex  walls  were  repla 
ck;  the  ceiling  was  lowered 
g  system  was  installed;  two 
ilt  on  either  side  of  the  ve 
-wall  (green)  carpeting  was 
sting  choir  lofts  were  repla 
a  for  the  choir,  directly  be 

church  windows  were  repaire 
replaced.   Mr.  Ralph  Padgett 

gave  almost  total  financial 
the  purchase  of  a  new  piano, 
ing  cost  was  $8,174.47. 
veral  other  matters  were  men 

pertaining  to  finances  duri 
voted  to  increase  the  fee  fo 
er  to  $50.00,  and  the  pastor 
to  $100.00  per  week.  The  to 
was  set  at  $185.13.   Further 
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PULPIT  AREA 
Inside  of  Sanctuary  as  it  appeared  during  the 
years  1947-1  968 


FRONT  ENTRANCE 


the  financial  matters  of  the  church  can  be  gained 

by  examining  the  financial  report  for  January, 

1969. 

This  report  read  as  follows: 


R.E.  Biggerstaff,  Pastor  $4 

Mrs.  Fred  Robinson,  Music  Director 

Behaden  Byers,  Janitor 

Cooperative  Program 

BIBLICAL  RECORDER,  1  month's  supply 

Annuity  Board  of  SBC,  for  pastor 

Suburban  Propane  Gas  Co.  (275  gals.) 

Lee's  Home  &  Office  Supply  (Stencils) 

Duke  Power,  lights 

Baptist  Book  Store,  Cards  &  Envelopes 

Logan  Hardware  Co.,  1  mat 

Total       ~~ 6 
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itzer  organ  was  donated  to 

Mrs.  Ben  Cole  in  June,  1969. 
s.  Fred  Robinson,  a  former 
lected  to  serve  as  the  church 

9,  the  church  voted  to  take  a 

Sunday  for  the  Baptist 
s  practice  was  begun  through 

A.  M.  Martin.   The  church 
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til  1984. 
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Rev.  Luckadoo  was  indeed  the  "man  of  the 
hour"  for  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   As  the 
church  began  preparing  and  looking  for  a  full-time 
pastor,  Rev.  Luckadoo  helped  the  church  family  see 
that  one  of  its  main  concerns  should  be  a  home  for 
any  future  pastor  which  the  church  might  call. 
Though  many  felt  the  church  was  not  financially 


Rev.  W.  T.  Luckadoo 
Interim  Pastor  1973-1974,  1976 


ready  for  such 

a 

large  undertaking  as  building  a 

parsonage  ,  Rev 

.  L 

uckadoo  encouraged  the  church  and 

assured  its  peopl 

e  that  God 

would  supply  all  their 

need  s  .   Af  te  r 

muc 

h  prayer fu 

1  consideration,  the 

deacons  recommend 

ed  on  July 

1,  1973,  that  a  fund 

be  es  tabl ished 

to 

build  a  p. 

arsonage.   This  was  a 

milestone  in  H 

igh 

Shoal  Bap 

tish  Church  history. 

Though  the  church 

had  embraced  twenty-three 

different  full 

- 1  ime  pastors 

,  never  had  the  church 

felt  equipped 

no  r 

mo  t  i va t ed 

to  build  a  parsonage. 

A  few  mon 

ths 

after  the 

recommendation,  Mr. 

and  Mrs .  Noyce 

Pa 

dge 1 1  ,  Jr . 

donated  8/10  of  an 

acre  of  land , 

app 

roximat e ly 

1  3/4  miles  from  the 

church,  to  be  used  as  a  site  for  the  new 
pastoriura.   Construction  began  in  April, 1974,  and 
the  structure  was  completed  in  August,  1974  in 
time  for  the  arrival  of  the  new  minister,  Rev. 
Larry  Nunn .   A  few  months  after  Rev.  Nunn  and  his 
family  were  settled  into  the  parsonage,  a 
dedication  and  an  open  house  were  held. 
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ving  accepted  the  leadership  of  High  Shoal 
Church  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  Rev.  Nunn 
of  the  church's  youngest  pastors.   During 
year  ministry,  the  church  continued  to 
number  and  spirit.   Sunday  School 
ent  at  the  end  of  1975  was  168  and  the 

weekly  attendance  was  99. 
e  new  concept  introduced  to  the  church  by 
nn  was  the  "Children's  Sermon."   This 
e  of  having  a  special  sermon  for  the 
n  during  morning  worship  was  well  received 
ts  and  youth  alike.   Mrs.  Nunn  was  active 
music  ministry  of  the  church.   She  sang, 
the  piano,  and  occasionally  assisted  on  the 

e  church  music  program  had  several  changes 
uring  this  time.   Leburn  Carpenter  resigned 
c  Director  in  March,  1975,  after  faithfully 

six  years  in  that  capacity.   The  church 
lied  Carl  Hardin  as  Director  of  Music  in 
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Rev.  Larry  G.  Nunn 
Pastor  1974-1976 
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Brother  Hardin  served  until  January, 
h  he  has  now  gone  to  with  the  Lord, 

influence  is  still  felt  in  the  lives 

members,  musicians,  and  congregation 
1  Baptist  Church.   During  1975,  both 
nd  music  director  received  a  raise  in 

pastor,  $10.00  a  week;  the  music 
.00  a  week . 
r  financial  matters  the  church  raised 

a  grave  site  from  $100.00  to  $200.00 
rs.   It  was  also  decided  that 
rkers  be  installed  at  the  time  of 
ortly  thereafter. 

oal  Baptist  Church's  total  weekly 
he  year  1975-76  was  approved  at 

971,  the  church  had  been  considering  a 
and  air-conditioning  system  for  the 
Finally,  in  April,  1976,  the  new 
nstalled  at  a  cost  of  $3,380.00. 

1976,  Rev.  Nunn  submitted  his 
and  the  church  again  called  Rev.  W.  T. 
interim  pastor, 
ckadoo  led  the  church  for  a  period  of 

During  this  time  he  often  commented 
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that  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  very  special  to 
him  because  it  was  here,  just  outside  one  of  the 
doors  near  the  altar,  that  he,  as  a  young  man  of 
fourteen,  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  Saviour. 
He  also  shared  that  he  was  baptized  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church  by  Rev.  D.  G.  Washburn. 

Rev.  Luckadoo  is  one  among  many  whose  lives 
have  been  touched  and  changed  through  the  ministry 
of  this  great  church.  Through  the  years,  God  has 
used  Rev.  Luckadoo  in  an  outstanding  way.  He  has 
preached  the  Gospel  for  forty-eight  years  and  has 
pastored  numerous  churches  in  and  near  Rutherford 
County . 

In  1982,  Rev.  Luckadoo  lost  his  companion  and 
helpmate,  Carrie  Elizabeth  G.  Luckadoo.   This 
couple  had  served  the  Lord  together  for  fifty-nine 
year  s  . 

From  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
congregation,  Rev.  Luckadoo  found  a  second 
dedicated  Christian  helpmate,  Elsie  Padgett.   In 
1984  W.  T.  and  Elsie  were  married  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church  and  they  are  now  serving  together 
in  the  Lord's  work. 


Rev.  Paul  T.  Brock 
Pastor  1976-1979 


In  December,  1976,  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
called  its  next  minister,  Rev.  Paul  T.  Brock. 
Rev.  Brock  was  a  man  of  much  experience,  and  he 
wisely  led  the  church  through  several  building 
programs  during  his  2  1/2  year  ministry  here. 

Under  his  leadership,  in  July,  1977,  the 
church  completed  paying  for  the  parsonage.   The 
total  cost  had  been  $33,000.00,  but  this  debt  was 
paid  in  full  within  approximately  three  years  from 
the  date  of  completion.   God  so  richly  blessed! 
(During  the  summer  of  1977  a  heat  pump  and 
air-conditioning  system  were  installed  in  the 
pars  onage . ) 

1978  found  the  church  busily  involved  in  a 
remodeling  program.   A  new  baptistry  and  two  new 
bathrooms  were  installed  in  the  church,  and  the 
nursery  was  reworked,  complete  with  new  carpet  and 
wal 1 pape  r  . 

Bibles  were  purchased  for  the  pews  in  the 
Sanctuary,  and  a  tape  ministry  was  begun.   Rev. 
Brock  also  led  the  church  in  sponsoring  its  first 
weekly  radio  program.   The  thirty  minute  program 
involved  a  message  from  the  pastor,  and 
occasionally,  special  music. 

It  had  been  the  dream  of  many  In  the  church 
for  some  time  to  have  a  building  in  which  social 
gatherings  of  the  church  could  be  held.    Prior  to 
1978,  activities  of  this  nature  were  conducted  in 
the  small  kitchen  and  dining  area  of  the  education 
building.   Through  helpful  improvements  had  been 
made  on  these  rooms  in  1973,  the  main  problem  was 
that  adequate  space  was  not  available  for  the 
church's  growing  membership. 

On  November  12,  1978,  a  motion  was  made  and 
unanimously  accepted  that  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  build  a  fellowship  hall.   At  this 
conference  the  following  comment  was  made  by  the 
Assistant  Treasurer,  "High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
has  averaged  going  over  the  budget  by  $133.00  per 
week  for  the  last  fifty-eight  weeks." 

Construction  was  begun  on  the  building  in  the 
spring  and  continued  into  the  summer  of  1979.   On 
July  29,  a  dedication  service  and  open  house  were 
held  for  the  newly  completed  fellowship  building. 
This  was  a  day  of  much  joy  for  the  High  Shoal 
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this  first  pastoral  experience.   Prayerful  support 
was  given  to  Rev.  Sisk,  not  only  by  the 
congregation  but  also  by  the  church  organist,  Mrs. 
Fred  Robinson,  who  was  Rev.  Sisk's  grandmother  and 
dear  friend. 

After  leaving  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  in 
the  spring  of  1980,  Rev.  Sisk  served  four  months 
as  Assistant  Pastor  at  the  Cliffside  Baptist 
Church  in  Cliffside,  NC.   He  and  his  family  then 
moved  to  Wake  Forest,  NC ,  where  he  began  studying 


for  a  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  at  the 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.   Rev. 
Sisk  is  now  pastor  of  the  Hamilton  Baptist  Church 
in  Hamil t on ,  NC . 


Rev .  Dean  Sisk 
Interim  Pastor  1979-1980 
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Morning  Worship  Service.   This  period  of 
concentrated  prayer  proved  very  meaningful  to  the 
church  and  its  people. 

In  June,  1980,  the  deacons  recommended  that  a 
new  P. A.  system  be  installed  in  the  church  at  a 
cost  of  $625.00.   Various  individuals  paid  for  the 
system,  and  there  was  no  cost  whatsoever  to  the 
church.   This  system  remains  in  use  today. 


Rev.  William  C.  Howard 
Pastor  1980-1981 


In  1981,  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  celebrated 
its  150th  Anniversary  as  an  organized  church. 
During  the  month  of  May  the  following  special 
activities  were  planned  in  honor  of  this 
anniversary  : 

(1)  The  choir  and  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  B . 
Wycuff,  of  the  Clifton  Church  of  God  in 
Cowpens,  SC,  came  to  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  and  presented  a  special  musical 
program  during  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  May 
17.   Rev.  Wycuff  was  the  author  of  several 
songs  which  were  favorites  of  the  High  Shoal 


Baptist  Church  congregation.   "What  A  Lovely 
Name"  was  one  of  these. 

(2)  On  Sunday,  May  24,  a  special  service  was 
planned  for  Memorial  Day.   No  sermon  was 
delivered  on  that  day  but  various  former 
pastors  and  music  directors  took  part  on  the 
program.   The  ORDER  OF  SERVICE  for  the  150th 
Anniversary  Memorial  Day  was  as  follows: 
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Henson  Adair,  Miss  Lisa  Burgess 

Program  -  Pastor 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
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Blanton  -  Former  Pastor 

Nunn  -  Former  Pastor 

Carpenter  -  Former  Music 
Director  -  Led  Congregation 
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t  Biggerstaff  -  Former  Pastor 
nee  Scruggs  -  Former  Music 
Director  -  Solo  -  "It  Took 
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Cartee  -  Former  Music  Director 
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Rev.  W.T.  Luckadoo  -  Former  Interim 

Pas  to  r 
Closing  Remarks  &  Prayer  -  Mr.  John  Moore, 

Chairman  of  Deacons 
(3)  On  Sunday,  May  31,  the  church  observed 
Old  Timer's  Day.   Many  members  came  to  church 
dressed  in  bonnets,  long  dresses,  and 
overalls.   The  message,  the  music,  and  all 
activities  of  the  day  dealt  with  the  past. 


Old  Timer's  Day 
May,  1981 


At  the  end  of  May,  1981,  Rev.  Howard  resigned 
as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   He  is 
especially  remembered  by  many  for  helping  the 
church  be  more  aware  of  its  history  and  heritage. 
Rev.  Howard,  along  with  some  assistance  from  the 
1981  History  Committee,  published  the  150th 
Anniversary  Booklet  which  was  distributed  at 
Memorial  Day,  1981.   Having  seen  the  great  amount 
of  material  available,  Rev.  Howard  encouraged  the 
church  to  pursue  the  project  and  print  a  more 


detailed  history  at  a  later  date.   Because  of  his 
extensive  research  and  support,  the  present 
history,  To  Higher  Ground,  is  now  a  reality. 

It  should  be  added  that  on  September  6,  1981, 
the  church  officially  voted  to  finish  the  history 
book  which  was  begun  by  Rev.  Howard.   It  was 
approved  that  all  profits  made  from  the  sale  of 
the  book  be  placed  in  the  Perpetual  Cemetery  Fund. 

The  next  five  months,  June  1981,  until 
October  1981,  were  spent  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Jyles  Hall,  interim  pastor.   Rev.  Hall 
preached  God's  word  and  faithfully  led  the  church. 
Having  been  an  ordained  minister  for  the  last 
thirty-four  years,  Rev.  Hall's  service  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  rich  in  wisdom  and 
experience.   He  often  shared  meaningful, 
first-hand  accounts  of  God's  working  in  the  lives 
of  His  people.   The  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
family  listened  and  learned  and  remembered. 
Though  no  significant  projects  were  undertaken 
during  this  time,  the  church  moved  forward  in 
faith  and  spirit . 

Rev.  John  Creech  assumed  the  pastorate  of 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  in  November,  1981. 
During  his  two  years  of  service,  much  was 
accomplished  for  the  Lord  and  the  Lord's  work. 
Church  membership  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
increased,  and  in  the  1982  Associational  Minutes, 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  listed  as  second  in 
the  Association  in  the  number  of  baptisms,  the 
total  number  being  "30."   Moreover,  in  1983,  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  ranked  fourth  in  this  same 
category,  with  a  total  of  22  being  baptized  during 
the  year. 

In  the  realm  of  physical  improvements, 
several  changes  took  place  during  the  early 
1980's.   An  air-conditioning  duct  was  placed  in 
the  nursery;  a  3  1/2  foot  cross  was  purchased  for 
the  steeple  of  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $50.00; 
four  new  tables  and  twenty  chairs  were  bought  for 
the  fellowship  building,  and  perhaps  the  biggest 
venture  was  the  renovation  of  the  outside  of  the 
Sanctuary.   All  existing  white  woodwork  including 
the  porch  was  covered  with  vinyl  siding  at  a  cost 
of  $10,500.00.   The  church  proudly  paid  this  debt 
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Rev.  Jyles  Hall 
Interim  Pastor  1981 
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for  fifteen  GA's  and  twenty  RA ' s  to  attend  summer 
camp  . 
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Rev.  John  Creech 
Pastor  1981-1984 
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Having  served  in  the  ministry  for  almost 
fifty  years,  Rev.  Funderburke  was  wise  in  the 
scriptures  and  in  church  matters.   He  was 
considered  a  true  "scholar"  by  many  who  listened 
and  learned  from  him.   Having  recently  suffered 
the  loss  of  his  own  home  through  fire,  Rev. 
Funderburke  appreciated  the  opportunity  to  live  in 


Rev.  Oscar  Funderburke 
Interim  Pastor  1984 

the  parsonage  and  be  among  the  people  during  his 
ministry  here.   God  used  this  union  to  be  a 
blessing  for  both  pastor  and  church. 

At  the  end  of  May,  1984,  Rev.  Funderburke 
concluded  his  interim  service  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church.   As  the  church  leadership  changed 
so  also  did  an  era  in  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
history.   The  events  of  the  past  were  over,  and 
with  the  coming  of  the  new  and  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Jay  D.  Oliver,  the  events  of  today  and  hopes 
for  tomorrow  come  into  view. 
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Chapter  8 

CLIMBING  HIGHER 
(  1984-1985) 
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Rev.  Jay  D.  Oliver 
Pastor  1984- 

In  preparing  to  meet  this  goal,  letters  were  sent 
to  members  and  friends  of  the  church  informing 
them  of  the  remodeling  activities  and  asking  for 
their  support.   Another  area  of  preparation  was  an 
unbroken  sixty-five  hour  prayer  chain  which  was 
conducted  on  Harvest  Round-Up  Weekend.   In 
response  to  both  of  these  measures,  plus  the 
generosity  and  prayers  of  many  members  and 
friends,  God  provided  an  offering  of  $5,856.57  on 
Harvest  Round-Up  Sunday,  November  18,  1984.   This 
exceeded  the  goal  by  $1,856.57.   As  the 
congregation  sang  "To  God  Be  the  Glory,  Great 
Things  He  Hath  Done,"  hearts  were  truly  thankful! 

Other  aspects  of  the  remodeling  program 
continued  on  through  the  next  several  months  and 
even  into  the  spring  of  1985.   Thirty  new 
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interlocking  choir  chairs  were  bought;  hand  rails 
leading  to  the  educational  building  were  installed 
on  either  side  of  the  Sanctuary;  150  new  color 
coordinated  BAPTIST  HYMNALS  were  placed  in  the 
sanctuary;  a  new  American  flag  and  Christian  flag 
were  purchased;  and  new  baptistry  drapes  were 
donated  to  the  church  by  the  Ruth  Sunday  School 
Class.   On  the  outside  of  the  church,  a  ramp  was 
installed  in  March,  1985,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
elderly  and  the  handicapped.   (The  total  cost  of 
the  ramp  was  $3,077.00.) 

On  April  21,  1985,  a  special  dedication 
service  was  held  for  the  newly  remodeled 
Sanctuary.   The  total  cost  of  the  renovation  was 
$21,623.00.   By  April  21,  this  amount  had  been 
paid  in  full. 

Rev.  Otis  Wheelhouse,  Sandy  Run  Assoc iat ional 
Missionary,  came  and  assisted  Rev.  Oliver  in  this 
special  service.   This  third  Sunday  in  April, 
1985,  was  not  only  important  because  of  the 
sanctuary  dedication,  but  also  for  another  reason 
as  well.   Since  1979  the  church  had  been 
faithfully  paying  on  the  fellowship  building.   On 
April  21,  this  debt  of  $38,603.35  had  also  been 
paid  in  full;  therefore,  a  mortgage  burning  for 
the  fellowship  building  was  held  in  addition  to 


Sanctuary  Dedication  and 
Mortage  Burning  for  Fellowship  Building 
April  21,  1985 
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,  1984,  as  High  Shoal  Baptist 
into  the  last  As soc ia t ional  year, 
acts  were  felt  to  be  significant: 


(1)  General  Officers  for  the  1984-85  year 
were:   Sunday  School  Director,  Leburn 
Carpenter;  Church  Training  Director,  Ralph 
Austin;  WMU  Director,  Doris  Henson; 
Brotherhood  Director,  William  Ledbetter; 
Treasurer,  Clinton  Greene;  and  Clerk,  Nancy 
Moo  re  . 

(2)  Those  serving  on  the  Deacon  Board  at  this 
time  were:   Leburn  Carpenter,  Lonnie  Craft, 
Clinton  Greene,  Jack  Harrison,  Robert  Lewis, 
Troy  Nix  (Chairman),  and  Virgil  Wall. 
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(3)  Those  serving  as  Trustees  were:  Clinton 
Greene,  William  Ledbetter,  Troy  Nix,  Ralph 
Padgett  (Chairman),  and  Virgil  Wall. 

(4)  The  average  attendance  recorded  in  Sunday 
School  during  the  month  of  October  was  103. 
This  was  an  increase  of  13  from  the  average 
attendance  of  90,  which  was  recorded  the  year 
before  . 

(5)  The  number  present  on  High  Attendance  Day 
(October  28,  1984)  was  114. 

(6)  The  weekly  budget  for  1984-85  was 
approved  at  $833.61.   (This  was  an  increase 
of  $40.32  over  the  previous  year's  budget.) 

(7)  The  pastor's  salary  was  raised  from 
$260.00  per  week  to  $300.00  per  week. 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  continues  climbing 
higher  in  worship  and  service. 

In  December,  1984,  the  church  voted  to  give 
Christmas  gifts  in  the  amount  of  $50.00  to 
Geraldine  McAbee  (for  typing  church  bulletins),  to 
Becky  Nix  (for  serving  as  pianist),  and  to  Troy 
Nix  (for  serving  as  interim  music  director).   A 
love  gift  of  $200.00  was  extended  to  the  pastor 
for  Christmas. 

At  the  January  13,  1985  Conference,  the 
church  agreed  to  take  full  responsibility  for  the 
activity  bus.   Prior  to  this  time  the  Activity 
Committee  had  shouldered  the  obligations  of  the 
bus.   In  response  to  this  action,  the  Activity 
Committee  made  a  donation  of  $2,000.00  toward  the 
fellowship  building  debt.   This  contribution 
greatly  helped  the  church  to  be  able  to  complete 
payment  on  the  fellowship  building  in  the  spring 
of  1985. 

In  January,  after  much  correspondence  and 
paper  work,  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  secured 
a  tax  exempt  number  from  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service . 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  published  the  first 
edition  of  the  church  newsletter  entitled  "The 
Baptist  Echo-o-o"  in  February,  1985.   This  monthly 
publication  has  been  helpful  in  keeping  the  church 
family  and  friends  updated  on  activities  and 
concerns  of  the  church.   At  two  previous  times  the 
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Working,  serving,  worshipping,  and  growing 
are  terras  which  describe  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church.   They  call  to  mind  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  the  third  chapter  of  Phillipians 
which  states  , 

"  .  .  .  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which 
are  before  .  .  ."  (Phillipians  3:13b) 

".  .  .  pressing  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus" 

(Phillipians  3:14) 
Throughout  the  last  154  years,  this  has  been  the 
goal  of  the  body  of  believers  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church--to  reach  forth,  to  press  toward, 
to  climb  higher.   This  mounting  road  has  not  been 
easy.   There  have  been  many  twists,  turns,  and 
valleys  but  never  has  the  way  been  impassable. 
God's  road  signs  of  love,  encouragement,  strength 
and  salvation  have  always  been  visible  to  those 
who  looked  with  faith. 

The  journey  was  begun  with  18  charter  members 
and  has  grown  to  a  total  enrollment  of  342. 
Innumerable  lives  have  been  touched  and  mended 
during  this  church's  pilgrimage  toward  higher 
gro und  . 

One  Sunday,  July  27,  1985,  154  years  from  the 
exact  day  of  its  organization,  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  again  met  to 
worship.   On  this  day  the  congregation  was  looking 
with  great  expectation  toward  the  upcoming 
revival.   Plans  were  underway  for  covering  the 
church  roof  in  the  fall  and  for  installing  a  new 
heat  pump  in  the  parsonage.   The  challenges  issued 
from  the  pulpit  by  Rev.  Oliver  on  that  day  were 
"Preparing  for  Revival"  and  "Living  in  Love." 
God's  Church  was  continuing  to  move  .  .  .  moving 
toward  higher  ground. 
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THE  MAKING  OF  A  MINISTER 


From  its  earliest  beginning,  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church  has  played  a  part  in  developing 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.   The  following  account  is 
a  testimony  of  one  of  these,  Dan  Silver.   Dan 
explains  how  he  became  a  Christian,  and  later  a 
minister.   Each  person  who  has  been  licensed  and 
ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  since  1831  would 
have  a  testimony  which  is  different,  but  which 
parallels  this  in  its  essence. 


REV.  DAN  SILVER 

Pastor  -  Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Cherryville,  NC 


High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  the  center  of 
my  life  as  a  child.   My  dad  did  not  ask  his  family 
to  go  to  church;  he  just  said,  "It's  church  time." 
Everyone  knew  to  move.   The  only  other  places  we 
went  in  those  days  were  to  the  store,  to  visit  our 
neighbors  or  kin,  and  to  work.   Our  work  meant  the 
fields  and  barn  right  outside  our  door.   We  were 
glad  for  the  opportunity  to  go  to  church. 

Home  life  included  prayer  at  every  meal  and  a 
reading  of  the  Scriptures  daily.   The  center  of 
our  talk  was  the  Bible,  the  Church,  the  family, 
our  kin  and  our  neighbors,  in  that  order. 

Those  whom  I  played  with  were  from  the  same 
kind  of  homes.   I  do  not  remember  playing  with 
anyone  in  our  community  who  did  not  attend  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church. 

During  the  1930's  services  were  held  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  two  Sundays  a  month.   Sunday 
School  was  each  Sunday.   A  revival  meeting  came 
after  "laying-by  time"  (after  July  4).   Services 
were  every  morning  and  every  evening  for  one  full 
week.   Sometimes  the  services  went  on  for  two 
weeks.   The  first  time  I  remember  attending  each 
day's  revival  service  was  in  the  week  I  came  to 
know  Jesus  as  my  Lord  and  Saviour.   I  am  sure  I 
attended  every  year  before.   That  was  the  thing 
everybody  did. 

During  this  revival  I 
was  happening  to  me.   I  do 
that  was  preached  or  sung, 
to  mind  was  that  every   time  the  invitation  hymn 
was  sung,  it  seemed  as  if  my  heart  would  jump  out 
of  my  chest,  and  for  the  life  of  me,  I  did  not 
know  what  was  wrong. 

I  used  to  think,  "Why  is  it  everytime  the 
last  song  is  sung  I  feel  this  way?"   It  also 
seemed  as  if  some  of  my  friends  went  to  the  front, 
talked  with  the  preacher,  prayed,  got  up,  was 
voted  on,  and  the  church  was  told  that  this  person 
would  be  "buried  in  Baptism"  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

One  thing  I  knew  was  that  I  was  not  ready  "to 
be  buried . " 

During  one  particular  week  of  revival,  many 
had  gone  to  the  front  and  gone  through  this 
ri  tual . 
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My  call  into  the  ministry  was  a  moving 
experience  in  my  life  that  has  brought  many,  many 
joys  and  a  great  fulfillment. 

When  I  came  out  of  the  Navy  at  the  end  of 
World  War  II,  ray  wife  and  I  and  our  new-born 
daughter  moved  into  a  house  near  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church.   Since  this  was  my  home  church,  my 
small  family  and  I  started  to  attend  church 
regularly.   However,  something  was  not  right!   Not 
in  my  family,  nor  with  my  church  family,  but 
within  myself!   Every  day  of  my  life  I  kept 
thinking  over  and  over  again,  "What  can  I  do?   Why 
can't  I  do  more  for  my  Lord?"   If  the  church  asked 
me  to  do  something,  I  did  it.   I  visited,  I 
prayed,  I  attended,  I  gave,  but  still  inside  of  me 
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was  that  pull  that  kept  on  saying,  "More!   But 
what?" 

I  had  been  told  by  others  that  I  was  "just 
not  a  speaker."   No  one  had  to  tell  me  this,  I 
knew  it.   Oh,  how  scared  I  was  to  speak  to  a  large 
group!   One  day  the  place  where  I  had  been  working 
closed.   I  was  without  a  job  and  with  a  family  to 
support.   How?   Where?   and  When?  would  I  find 
work.   These  were  the  questions  that  came  to  me. 
1  called  my  wife  and  prayer  warrior  to  the  side  of 
our  bed.   We  prayed.   Oh!  How  we  prayed!   This  was 
on  December  29,  1948.   The  reason  I  remember  the 
date  so  well  is  because  we  had  had  such  a  rough 
Christmas  that  year. 

On  that  particular  day  I  prayed,  "Lord,  if 
you  will  open  for  me  a  way  to  support  my  family,  I 
will  do  anything  you  want  me  to  do." 

Then,  after  praying  for  a  while,  I  began  to 
say,  "To  know  your  will,  Lord.  .  .  regardless  of 
what  it  is.  .  .  1  will  do  it."   That  very  day  a 
job  became  available  for  me. 

Between  December  29  and  February  13  my 
Heavenly  Father  called  me  to  preach.   The  call 
came  while  I  was  praying.   The  closeness  of  His 
presence  was  even  as  my  breath.   The  call  was  as 
if  10,000  sticks  of  dynamite  were  going  off  inside 
of  me.   Today,  thirty-six  years  later,  I  can  still 
remember  that  experience,  even  to  the  place- where 
I  was  praying  and  the  position  of  my  body.   I 
could  not  believe  it!   Me!   God  called  me! 

1  began  to  say,  "No  way!"  I  knew  others  were 
aware  that  ray  life  was  not  up  to  par  and  that  my 
dedication  was  not  what  it  should  be.   "Why  me?" 
I  still  could  not  understand. 

Every  day  from  that  moment  in  1949  until 
1953,  I  kept  all  these  thoughts,  misgivings,  and 
indecisions,  inside  of  me,  not  daring  to  tell 
anyone.   1  did  everything  I  knew  to  do  to  make 
things  better.   If  someone  were  needed  to  do 
something  at  church,  I  was  the  one  who 
volunteered.   I  could  not  do  enough.   Every  day  I 
asked  myself  the  same  question  over  and  over 
again,  always,  "Why  me?"   In  1953,  I  finally  told 
my  wif e . 
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She  said,  "I  know  just  as  sure  as  God  called 
you,  He  called  me,  too.   What  are  we  going  to  do 
about  it?" 

We  began  immediately  to  make  plans  to 
continue  our  educations,  and,  of  course,  to  share 
our  calls  with  the  Church. 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  took  us  under  its 
wing,  and  Rev.  W.  F.  McGinnis  led  us  in  a  most 
loving  way.   The  church  licensed  me  to  begin 
preaching  on  August  10,  1955,  and  ordained  me  on 
August  5,  1956. 

In  1985,  I  shall  have  served  the  Lord  as  a 
minister  of  His  Gospel  for  twenty-nine  years  in 
five  different  church  fields.   During  these  years 
I  have  seen  many  people  come  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ.   High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  has 
had  a  part  in  each  of  these  salvation  experiences. 
As  God  ministered  to  me  through  this  great  church, 
I,  in  turn,  have  been  given  the  privilege  of 
ministering  to  others  in  His  name.   1  love  Him  for 
letting  me  serve  Him  these  many  years.   I  thank 
Him  for  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  where  I  became 
a  part  of  the  family  of  God. 
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PASTORAL  LEADERSHIP 

Over  a  long  span  of  time,  the  influence  of 
pastoral  leadership  shows  in  the  development  of 
the  personality  of  a  church.   Each  pastor  makes  a 
different  kind  of  impact,  and  there  is  a  sense  in 
which  a  church  becomes  what  the  pastors,  deacons, 
and  other  leaders  make  it. 

High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  has  produced  and 
ordained  a  large  number  of  ministers  since  the 
year  1831.   It  has  been  led  by  twenty-eight 
different  pastors.   Four  of  these  served  the 
church  on  two  occasions  making  a  total  of 
thirty-two  actual  pastorates.   Rev.  W.  F.  McGinnis 
served  as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  for 
the  longest  period  of  time,  twenty-three  years. 
Ten  pastors  served  two  years  or  less.   The  average 
length  of  tenure  has  been  slightly  more  than  four 
yea r s  . 

In  preparing  this  church  history,  some 
information  has  been  found  concerning  each  of  the 
twenty-eight  pastors. 

If  not  otherwise  cited,  most  of  the  following 
information  given  for  the  pastors  who  served 
before  1900  was  secured  from  the  book  entitled, 
Sketches,  Historical  and  Biographical,  of  the 
Broad  River  and  King's  Mountain  Baptist 
Associations  from  1800-1882,  by  John  R.  Logan. 
Biographical  information  for  later  pastors  was 
obtained  from  various  sources,  some  being  family 
or  friends  of  the  former  pastors,  and  in  many 
cases,  from  the  pastors  themselves. 
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JOHN  PADGETT 
1831-1834 
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Baptist  Church  assisted  other  churches  in  forming 
the  Green  River  Baptist  Association. 

Elder  Webb  served  several  terras  in  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature.   He  was  elected  Clerk  of 
Superior  Court  by  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the 
people.   This  was  a  position  which  he  held  for 
sixteen  years.   He  served  a  total  of  thirteen 
fruitful  years  as  both  the  second  and  fourth 
pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   He  died  on 
April  24,  1854,  at  the  age  of  52. 


ALANSON  (ALONZO)  PADGETT 
1846,  1849 

Alanson  Padgett  was  born  April  10,  1800,  in 
Rutherford  County.   He  joined  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church,  but  later  moved  to  Sandy  Springs.   After 
returning  to  his  home  church,  High  Shoal  licensed 
him  to  preach  on  January  24,  1843.   He  served  as 
pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  in  1846  and 
again  in  1849.   He  has  been  described  as  "a 
devoted  and  pious  Christian  minister,  humble  and 
concerned  for  all  his  brethren,  and  ever  ready  to 
do  any  one  an  act  of  kindness.  .  .  an  orthodox 
Baptist."   He  died  February  2,  1877,  at  the  age  of 
77. 


DOVE  PANNELL 
1850-1851,  1855-1857 
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GEORGE  W.  ROLLINS 
1852-1854,  1873-1882 

George  W.  Rollins  was  born  August  7,  1828,  in 
Rutherford  County.   He  was  converted  in  1845. 
Elder  Rollins  was  licensed  and  ordained  by  Mount 
Pleasant  Church  in  August,  1851.   He  helped 
organize  the  King's  Mountain  Association.   His 
pastorates  included  High  Shoal,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Boiling  Springs,  Big  Spring,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Walls,  Sandy  Run,  and  Concord.   He  married  Milanda 
J.  Jenkins.   He  was  remembered  as  "a  good  and 
faithful  laborer  in  the  'ministration  of  the 
Word." 


WILLIAM  McSWAIN 
1858-1863 

William  McSwain  was  born  in  1806  in 
Rutherford  County.   He  joined  the  church  early  in 
life  and  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1837.   By  1855 
he  attended  the  King's  Mountain  Association  as  an 
ordained  minister.   He  affiliated  himself  with  the 
"Constitutional"  Association  in  1861,  and  remained 
with  that  group  until  the  reconciliation  in  1866. 
He  served  as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
during  the  period  January,  1858,  until  December, 
1863.   William  McSwain  died  in  May,  1881,  at  75 
yea  rs  of  age. 


DRURY  SCRUGGS 
1864-1866 

Drury  Scruggs  was  born  in  1806  in 
Spartanburg,  SC.   He  was  baptized  at  State  Line 
Church;  licensed  by  State  Line  in  1831;  and  then 
ordained  in  1833.   He  was  a  popular  preacher  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  Broad  River  Association  for 
several  years.   In  1863,  his  home  church,  State 
Line,  called  in  some  of  the  ablest  preachers  and 
asked  them  to  help  deal  with  a  charge  against 
Scruggs  for  the  "immorality  of  lewdness."   The 
church  deposed  him  from  the  ministry,  but  he 
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GEORGE  M.  WEBB 
1867-1870 
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ROBERT  P0ST0N 
1871-1872 

Robert  Poston  was  born  in  Cleveland  County  on 
February  4,  1825.   He  was  licensed  and  ordained  by 
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JAMES  H.  YARBORO 
1883-1890 


James  H 

.  Yarboro 

was  born  on  October  23, 

1831 ,  in  Polk  County. 

He  was  baptized  in  1856 

at 

Rock  Spring 

Church  . 

He 

was  licensed  to  preach 

i  n 

1857  and  ord 

ained  in 
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Rev  .  Yarboro 

studied 

at 

Taylorsville  High  Schoo 
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and  entered 

Wake  Forest 

College,  but  after  serving 

in  the  Civil 

War ,  he 
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Master  both 
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and  a  professor. 

TOBIAS  B.  BRIGHT 
1890-1892 

Tobias  B.  Bright  was  born  on  November  3, 
1845,  in  Spartanburg,  SC.   When  he  was  a  young  boy 
his  family  moved  to  Madison  County,  NC ,  where  he 
spent  most  of  his  childhood  and  teen  years.   He 
made  a  profession  of  faith  at  the  Mt .  Pleasant 
Church  in  Madison  County  in  1862,  and  six  years 
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later  this  same  church  licensed  him  to  preach.   He 
was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  in  18  71. 

Rev.  Bright  was  a  Confederate  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War.   He  had  a  limited  education,  and  he 
spent  many  hours  attempting  to  overcome  this 
handicap.   When  he  was  thirty-six  years  old,  he 
enrolled  at  Judson  College  in  Hender sonvi 1 le ,  NC. 
Two  of  his  daughters  were  his  classmates  there. 

Rev.  Bright  was  married  three  times  and  was 
the  father  of  several  children.   He  baptized  Eliza 
Hampton  of  Buncombe  County  in  1877,  and  on  May  3, 
1878,  she  became  his  second  wife. 

For  more  than  thirty  years,  Rev.  Bright 
worked  for  the  Lord  in  the  mountain  section  of 
North  Carolina.   During  this  time  he  served  as 
pastor,  state  missionary,  and  evangelist. 

Around  1890,  Rev.  Bright  moved  to  Forest  City 
and  accepted  the  pastorates  of  High  Shoal, 
Mountain  Creek,  Henrietta,  and  Waco  Churches. 
Following  this  ministry,  he  spent  the  next  twenty 
years  pastoring  in  Georgia. 

He  died  on  September  12,  1926,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Oakdale  Cemetery  at  Hende r sonvil le ,  N.C. 


ABRAM  C.  IRVIN 
1892-1905 

Abram  C.  Irvin  was  born  in  the  Zion  Community 
of  Cleveland  County,  NC,  on  February  3  or  4,  1843. 
For  most  of  his  childhood  and  adult  years,  he 
continued  to  live  in  th  Zion  Community.   He  was 
the  son  of  Ancel  J.  Irvin  and  Elizabeth  Beam 
Irvin.   At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Rev.  Irvin  made  a 
profession  of  faith  and  joined  the  Zion  Baptist 
Church.   He  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Robert  Poston. 

Before  becoming  a  minister,  he  served  in  the 
Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil  War.   He  was 
captured  by  the  Federal  troops,  and  was  imprisoned 
in  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he  nursed  his  fellow 
prisoners  who  were  sick  and  wounded. 

He  married  Harriet  A.  Weathers,  and  after  her 
death,  he  married  Mariah  J.  Cornwell.   He  was  the 
father  of  six  children  -  three  sons  and  three 
daughters . 
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Rev.  Irvin  died  on  January  8,  1926. 
at  Zion  Baptist  in  Cleveland  County. 


J.  M.  HAMRICK 
1906-1909 


J.  M 
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was  recorded 

that  Rev. 

Hamrick  resigne 
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Rev.  Hamrick's  wife  was  named  Virginia  and 
three  children  were  Paul,  James,  and  Virginia. 
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CORNELIUS  T.  TEW 
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D.  G.  WASHBURN 
1913-1931 

Dennis  Gordon  Washburn  was  born  April  16, 
1874,  in  Cleveland  County,  NC.   During  most  of  his 
life,  Rev.  Washburn  resided  in  the  Double  Springs 
Church  community  near  Lattimore,  NC.   Rev. 
Washburn  received  his  formal  education  at  Shelby 
High  School  and  Wake  Forest  College. 
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D.  FRANKLIN  PUTNAM 
1932-1934 

D.  Franklin  Putnam  was  born  in  Cleveland 
County,  on  March  24,  1870.   He  was  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Artie  Hardin  Putnam  and  was  the 
youngest  of  twelve  children.   He  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools  in  Cleveland 
County  and  at  Wake  Forest  College.   Rev.  Putnam's 
home  church,  the  Zion  Baptist  Church  near  Shelby, 
N.  C,  both  licensed  and  ordained  him.   The 
ordination  service  was  held  in  1897. 
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.  Putnam  married  Elizabeth  Jane  Spangler 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  girls  - 
Pearl  ,  and  Lois. 

.  Putnam  served  approximately  fifty  years 
inistry  and  during  this  time  he  pastored 
ree  different  churches  in  the  state  of 
rolina.   Having  led  in  numerous 
tion  and  remodeling  programs,  he  was 
ed  a  church  "builder"  from  the  very 
g  of  his  ministry.   Rev.  Putnam  also 
leven  years  on  the  N.  C.  State  Mission 

served  as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist 
rom  January,  1932  through  January,  1934. 
his  time  he  became  quite  ill  and  was 

for  several  months. 
.  Putnam  died  September  14,  1947  at  age 


MARION  D.  BLANTON 
1934-1935 


Marion  David  Blanton  was  born  in  Buncomb 
County,  NC,  on  February  3,  1900.   After  the  d 
of  his  father,  an  uncle  and  aunt,  Carey  and  E 
Blanton,  adopted  him  and  brought  him  to  live 
the  Cliffside  area.   He  attended  the  Cliffsid 
Grammar  School  and  in  May,  1922,  graduated  fr 
the  Boiling  Springs  High  School  in  Boiling 
Springs.   In  August  of  that  same  year,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Cliffside  Baptist 
Church.    Rev.  Blanton  entered  Wake  Forest 
College,  as  a  ministerial  student  and  continu 
his  studies  there  until  he  graduated  in  1926, 
a  B.A.  degree.   On  September  3,  1926,  he  marr 
his  childhood  sweetheart,  Lissie  Amanda  Hamri 

While  teaching  English  at  Harris  High  Sc 
Rev.  Blanton  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  minis 
by  the  Alexander  Baptist  Church  in  Forest  Cit 

In  April,  1934,  he  accepted  the  pastorat 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.  Prior  to  this  cal 
Rev.  Blanton  had  served  the  Sandy  Springs,  Go 
Creek,  Floyd's  Creek,  and  Pleasant  Grove  Chur 
In  reflection  upon  his  ministry  at  High  Shoal 
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Rev.  Blanton  said, 
this  church  was  mor 
amount  of  time  than 
served  as  pastor, 
moved  on  in  a  beaut 
years  for  Rev.  Blan 
High  Shoal  Baptist 
Sulphur  Springs  and 

Feeling  a  defi 
education,  Rev.  Bla 
High  Shoal  Baptist 
September  of  that  s 
entered  the  Souther 
at  Louisville,  Kent 

After  g  radua t  i 
City  area  and  accep 
Baptist  Church.  He 
years,  retiring  in 

During  his  ret 
supply  and  interim 
churches,  forty  in 
presently  reside  at 
City. 


"The  brief  ministry  I  had  in 
e  productive  considering  the 

any  other  church  where  I've 
The  church  grew  and  the  work 
iful  way."   These  were  busy 
ton,  because  in  addition  to 
Church,  he  was  also  serving  the 

Calvary  Baptist  Churches, 
nite  call  to  further  his 
nton  resigned  the  pastorate  at 
Church  in  July  of  1935.   In 
ame  year,  he  and  his  wife 
n  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
ucky  . 

on  he  returned  to  the  Forest 
ted  the  pastorate  of  Alexander 

served  there  for  twenty-eight 
1965. 

irement,  he  has  been  active  as 
pastor  for  a  number  of 
all.   He  and  Mrs.  Blanton 

106  Sunnyside  Avenue,  Forest 


T.  HERBERT  PARRIS 
1935-1937 
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Herbert  Parris  was  born  on  March  6, 
rtanburg  County.   He  attended 
College  and  in  1926,  graduated  from 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Kentucky.   He  served  as  pastor  of  High 
t  Church  from  August,  1935,  until 

He  also  pastored  the  Henrietta  First 
ch  in  Henrietta  at  the  same  time  he 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   During  his 
year  ministry,  he  served  various 
Kentucky  and  North  Carolina.   Rev. 
ed  Betty  Robinson  of  the  High  Shoal 
nd  they  had  two  children,  one  son  and 

November  29,  1955,  at  the  age  of  58. 
of  his  death  he  was  pastoring  the 


Pilot  Mountain  Church  in  Pilot  Mountain,  NC,  where 
he  had  served  for  the  past  seven  years. 


HARLEY  L.  PHILLIPS 
1937-1938 

Harley  L.  Phillips  served  as  pastor  of  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  from  August,  1937,  until 
November,  1938.   Rev.  Phillips  and  his  family  came 
to  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  from  the  Eastside 
Church  in  Ruther f o rd ton . 

Very  little  biographical  information  could  be 
found  concerning  Rev.  Phillips.   His  boyhood  days 
were  spent  in  Columbia,  SC  but  he  attended  high 
school  at  Mars  Hill,  NC.   He  was  married  and  had  a 
son,  Eugene,  and  a  daughter,  Ruth.   He  was 
remembered  as  being  a  forceful  preacher  and  a 
dedicated  soul  winner.   Rev.  Phillips'  last  known 
address  was  Jacksonville,  Florida.   He  is  deceased 
but  the  date  of  his  death  is  not  known. 


LEE  ROY  PITTS 
1939-1941 

Lee  Roy  Pitts  was  born  in  South  Carolina  on 
April  28,  1900.   He  grew  up  in  Greer  and  received 
some  of  his  education  at  a  school  near  Spartanburg 
S.C.   He  married  Beatrice  Scruggs  from  Cliffside, 
NC ,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Lee  R. 
Pitts  ,  Jr  . 

Rev.  Pitts  was  a  graduate  of  Gardner-Webb  and 
Limestone  Colleges  and  received  his  Master  of 
Theology  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.   While  in  school 
in  Kentucky,  he  was  called  to  be  the  pastor  of 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church.   He  served  at  High 
Shoal  from  February,  1939  to  July,  1941.   While  at 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  he  also  pastored  the 
Camp's  Creek  Church  near  Boiling  Springs,  NC. 
After  his  resignation,  Rev.  Pitts  returned  to 
South  Carolina.   He  died  in  Greer  on  Janurary  17, 
1983.   He  is  buried  in  the  Cliffside  Cemetery  at 
Cliffside,  N.C. 
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E.  P.  WHITE 
1942-1944 

Edgar  Pinkney  White  was  born  near 
Rutherfordton  on  October  6,  1887.   His  parents 
were  William  and  Mattie  Lewis  White.   He  was 
reared  in  the  Rutherfordton  area  and  attended  the 
Round  Hill  Academy  in  Union  Mills.   He  also 
studied  at  Mars  Hill  College  and  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.   At  approximately  sixteen  years  of  age, 
E.  P.  accepted  the  Lord  and  was  baptized  into  the 
fellowship  of  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

E.  P.  married  Laura  Koone  on  August  2,  1908. 
To  this  union  were  born  four  sons  -  Jay,  John, 
Boyce  ,  and  Myles;  and  four  daughters  -  Mae,  Ruth, 
Ruby ,  and  Beth. 

Rev.  White  taught  school  in  Rutherford  County 
for  several  years  before  going  into  full-time 
church  ministry.   Rev.  White  felt  the  call  to 
preach  in  1915,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.   He 
was  ordained  by  the  Piedmont  Church  near 
Rutherfordton.   He  accepted  the  pastorate  of  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  in  1942  and  served  until 
1944.   His  ministry  here  was  shortened  due  to  a 
head  injury  and  declining  health.   In  addition  to 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church,  Rev.  White  was  pastor 
of  the  following  nine  churches  also  located  in 
Rutherford  County:   Oak  Springs,  Shiloh,  Adaville, 
Montford  Cove,  Pleasant  Grove,  Whiteside  Valley 
(now  Chimney  Rock  Baptist),  Southern,  Pleasant 
Hill,  and  Floyd's  Creek.   He  also  served  as  pastor 
of  the  Pea  Ridge  Church  in  Polk  County,  the  Bethel 
Church  in  McDowell  County,  and  the  Mt .  Pleasant 
Baptist  Church  in  Cleveland  County. 

Rev.  White  died  April  2,  1966,  and  was  buried 
at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
Rutherfordton . 


W.  F.  McGINNIS 
1945-1968 


William  Fletcher  McGinnis  was  born  in  the 
Beaver  Dam  Community  in  Cleveland  County  on 


January  28,  1901.   He  was  the  fourth  child  of  J. 
W.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Humphries  McGinnis.   He,  his 
sister  and  nine  brothers,  attended  the  Beaver  Dam 
School  and  walked  regularly  from  the  family  farm 
to  the  Beaver  Dam  Baptist  Church.   At  the  age  of 
thirteen,  Fletcher  made  a  profession  of  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
Irv  in  . 

During  his  teen  years,  Fletcher  attended  the 
Boiling  Springs  High  School  where  he  was 
outstanding  in  track  and  basketball.   "Pop" 
S  i  mm  ons  called  him  the  fastest  man  he  had  ever 
seen  on  the  basketball  court.   At  this  time, 
Fletcher  was  also  serving  as  Sunday  School  Dirctor 
at  the  Beaver  Dam  Church  and  helping  lead  in  the 
development  of  a  Standard  Sunday  School  for  Beaver 
Dam.   A  conflict  arose  when  Fletcher  tried  to 
attend  the  Wednesday  evening  Of f icer s / Teache r s 
Meeting  and  also  play  basketball  on  that  night. 
Once  he  was  late  in  dressing  out,  and  the  coach 
refused  to  start  him  in  a  game.   Sitting  on  the 
bench,  he  faced  a  hard  decision  -  quit  playing 
ball  or  quit  being  Sunday  School  Director. 
Fletcher  chose  to  quit  ball! 

While  attending  Boiling  Springs  High  School, 
Fletcher  met  Vera  Whi taker,  a  boarding  student 
from  Ellenboro.   After  graduation,  Fletcher  taught 
school  at  Beaver  Dam,  at  Sharon,  and  at  Bethware. 
When  Vera  graduated,  they  were  married  on  October 
11  ,  1929. 

Together  they  entered  Wake  Forest  College. 
In  addition  to  their  studies,  they  found  time  to 
produce  a  large  vegetable  garden  which  Fletcher 
worked  by  borrowing  a  team  of  mules  from  a 
professor . 

Following  their  graduations  from  Wake  Forest, 
they  entered  Crozer  Seminary  in  Pennsylvania. 
Their  studies  were  interrupted  by  the  birth  of  a 
daughter,  Nancy  Carolyn,  on  October  27,  1933. 

After  returning  to  Cleveland  County,  Fletcher 
was  licensed  and  ordained  by  the  Beaver  Dam 
Baptist  Church.   He  began  serving  as  minister  at 
Dysar t s ville ,  near  Marion,  N.C.  and  also  taught 
school  at  Casar. 
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the  early  1940's,  Vera's  father  died, 
a  dairy  to  tend,  so  the  family  moved  to 
omeplace  near  Ellenboro,  where  they  still 
ay.   They  began  attending  Vera's  home 
High  Shoal  Baptist,  and  soon  a  call  was 
to  Fletcher  to  serve  as  High  Shoal's 

tcher  had  some  reservations  about 
g  the  pastorate.   He  once  shared  with 
at  he  had  always  told  the  Lord  that  he 
stand  up  and  talk.   Nancy  replied,  "You 
and  teach.   I  don't  follow  your  logic." 
then  replied,  "God  didn't  either." 
ing  the  twenty-three  years  that  Rev. 

pastored  High  Shoal,  programs  were 
in  Church  Training,  WMU,  and  Brotherhood, 
ucational  building  was  also  constructed, 
a  was  asked  to  do  substitute  teaching  for 
s  at  Ellenboro  School  and  she  remained 
r  2  7  years. 

n  Fletcher  retired  from  High  Shoal  Baptist 
n  1968  he  told  Vera,  "We  have  been  going 
church  for  23  years.   Now  it's  time  we  go 
"   Since  then,  they  have  been  actively 
g  the  Beaver  Dam  Baptist  Church  in 
d  County . 


ROBERT  E.  BIGGERSTAFF 
1968-1973 

Robert  Eugene  Biggerstaff  was  born  July  2, 
1932,  in  Ellenboro.   He  is  the  son  of  Carl  and 
Lillie  Bailey  Biggerstaff.   He  is  a  graduate  of 
Ellenboro  High  School  and  Fruitland  Bible 
Institute  in  Henderson  ville. 

Rev.  Biggerstaff  surrendered  to  the  Ministry 
in  February,  1967.   In  March,  1967,  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Baptist  Church  in  Rutherford  County 
licensed  him,  and  then  in  June,  1968,  he  was  also 
ordained  by  Mount  Pleasant. 

Rev.  Biggerstaff  married  Annie  Lou  Davis  of 
Forest  City.   Their  home  was  blessed  with  two 
sons,  James  Eugene  and  Mark  Sheldon. 
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In  June,  1968,  Rev.  Biggerstaff  began  his 
service  as  pastor  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church. 
During  his  ministry  much  was  accomplished 
spiritually  and  materially.   Under  his  leadership, 
the  church  formed  a  strong  outreach  and  visitation 
program.   Much  growth  came  as  a  result  of  this 
concern  for  the  unchurched.   In  a  spirit  of  unity, 
the  Sanctuary  was  remodeled  and  a  new  porch  was 
built  on  the  front  of  the  church. 

At  the  Memorial  Day  Service  in  May,  1981, 
Rev.  Biggerstaff  made  the  following  statement 
concerning  his  coming  to  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church:   "God  truly  got  us  together.   He  was 
definitely  in  the  leadership  role." 

After  serving  4  1/2  years  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church,  Rev.  Biggerstaff  accepted  the  call 
as  pastor  of  the  Oakdale  Baptist  Church  in  Rock 
Hill,  SC.   His  service  there  covered  a  period  of  7 
1/2  years.   During  this  time  he  also  ministered  as 
part-time  chaplain  to  the  In-mates  at  Catawba 
Pre-release  Center  in  Rock  Hill. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Biggerstaff  now  make  their  home 
at  Route  1,  Forest  City. 


LARRY  G.  NUNN 
1974-1976 

Larry  G.  Nunn  was  born  on  July  13,  1948,  in 
Rock  Hill,  SC.   He  is  the  son  of  Henry  Grady  and 
Mary  Frances  McGuirt  Nunn.   Rev.  Nunn  is  a 
graduate  of  Rock  Hill  High  School  and  Gardner-Webb 
College,  in  Boiling  Springs.   Upon  graduation  from 
Gardner-Webb,  he  received  a  B.  A.  degree  in 
Biblical  Languages  and  Literature.   In  August, 
1969,  Rev.  Nunn  was  baptized  into  the  fellowship 
of  Eastview  Baptist  Church  in  Rock  Hill  by  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Collum.   Three  years  later,  in  1972, 
Eastview  also  licensed  and  then  ordained  him  to 
the  Gospel  ministry. 

Rev.  Nunn  married  Voneva  Allen  of  Rock  Hill. 
Two  sons,  Kevin  and  Jason,  were  born  into  their 
home  . 

After  resigning  from  the  Gilkey  Baptist 
Church  outside  of  Ruthe r f o rd ton ,  Rev.  Nunn 
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PAUL  T.  BROCK 
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Ranlo,  Gastonia;  Morgan  Memorial,  Greenville,  SC; 
and  Statesville  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte. 

In  addition  to  his  pastorates,  Rev.  Brock  has 
served  two  terms  on  the  General  Board  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  he  has  also 
traveled  throughout  Europe,  Egypt,  and  Palestine. 

In  August,  1979,  Rev.  Brock  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  Shiloh  Baptist  Church  near 
Ruthe r ford  ton  .   He  served  there  until  his 
retirement  in  July,  1984.   He  and  Mrs.  Brock  now 
make  their  home  in  Shelby  N.  C. 


WILLIAM  C.  HOWARD 
1980-1981 

William  C.  Howard  was  born  on  May  13,  1938, 
in  Greer,  SC.   He  is  the  son  of  James  C.  and 
Rometta  Edwards  Howard.   In  1957,  he  graduated 
from  Greer  High  School  where  he  played  on  the 
school's  undefeated  state  championship  football 
team . 

Rev.  Howard  and  his  twin  brother,  Robert, 
were  baptized  at  the  Victor  Baptist  Church  in 
Greer  by  the  late  Dr.  R.  P.  Lamb. 

Rev.  Howard  served  in  the  United  States  Air 
Force  from  1958  to  1962.   On  May  26,  1958,  he 
married  Joyce  Satterfield  of  Greer.   The  Howards 
have  three  children  -  Kim,  Sharon,  and  Todd. 

After  being  discharged  from  the  military 
service,  Rev.  Howard  and  his  family  joined  the 
Pel ham  Baptist  Church.   It  was  here  that  he 
surrendered  to  the  ministry  in  December,  19  64. 
Pel  ham  Church  licensed  and  then  later  ordained 
Rev.  Howard  on  February  11,  1968. 

William  Howard  graduated  from  North 
Greenville  Junior  College  in  May  of  1967.   He 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Furman 
University  in  1970,  and  his  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  in  1975.   While  attending  Furman,  he  also 
served  as  pastor  of  the  North  Pacolet  Baptist 
Church.   In  June,  1973,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Clifton  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Clifton,  SC. 
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JOHN  B.  CREECH,  SR. 
1981-1984 
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Brother  John  received  a  Diploma  in  Theology  from 
the  Baptist  Bible  Institute  in  Graceville, 
Florida,  and  a  Degree  in  Theology  form  Clarksville 
School  of  Theology  in  Clarksville,  Tennessee. 

Before  coming  to  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church, 
Brother  John  served  as  pastor  of  the  Spring  Hill 
Baptist  Church  in  Troy,  Alabama,  and  the  Clio 
Baptist  Church  in  Clio,  Alabama.   In  1981,  he 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church.   Under  his  leadership  the  church  grew  In 
number  and  outreach.   Many  professions  of  faith 
were  made  during  his  ministry. 

On  February  1,  1984,  Rev.  Creech  assumed  the 
pastorate  of  the  Trinity  Baptist  Church  in 
Manchester,  Georgia. 
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Thus  far  in  his  ministry  at  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church,  a  strong  youth  program  has  been  developed 
The  church  has  moved  successfully  through  the 
renovation  of  its  sanctuary,  and  payment  has  been 
completed  on  the  fellowship  building.   Many 
decisions  and  commitments  have  also  been  made  for 
the  Lord  in  recent  months.    God  is  richly 
blessing  this  ministry. 
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Pastors 


Dates  Served 


John  Padgett 1831- 

James  M.  Webb 1834- 

Alanson  Padgett 1846 

James  M.  Webb 1847 

Alanson  Padgett 1849 

Dove  Pannell 1850- 

George  W.  Rollins 1852- 

Dove  Pannell 1855- 

William  McSwain 1858- 

Drury  Scruggs 1864- 

George  M.  Webb 1867- 

Robert  Poston 18  7  1  — 

George  W.  Rollins 1873- 

James  H.  Yarboro 1883- 

Tobias  B.  Bright 1890- 

Abram  C.  Irvin 1892- 

J.  M.  Hararick 1906- 

Cornelius  T.  Tew 1911- 

D.  G.  Washburn 1913- 

D.  Franklin  Putnam 1932- 

Marion  D.  Blanton 1934- 

T.  Herbert  Parris.  . 1935- 

Harley  L.  Phillips 1937- 

Lee  Roy  Pitts 1939- 

E.  P.  White 1942- 

W.  F.  McGinnis 1945- 

Robert  E.  Biggerstaff 1968- 

Larry  G.  Nunn 1974- 

Paul  T.  Brock 1976- 

William  C.  Howard 1980- 

John  B.  Creech,  Sr 1981- 

Jay  D.  Oliver 1984- 


1834 
1846 


1851 
1854 
1857 
1863 
1866 
1870 
1872 
1882 
1890 
1892 
1905 
1909 
1912 
1931 
1934 
1935 
1937 
1938 
1941 
1944 
1968 
1973 
1976 
1979 
1981 
1984 
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CHURCH  CLERKS 
1831-1985 

Through  the  years  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
has  had  many  outstanding  leaders  in  all  areas  of 
the  church  program.   Because  of  the  lack  of  space 
and  some  incomplete  records  all  previous  church 
officers  could  not  be  included  in  this  history. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  decided  that  all  church 
clerks  should  be  recognized  since  their  work 
provided  the  basis  for  this  history. 

The  twenty-nine  different  clerks  who  have 
served  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  between  1831  and 
1985  are  as  follows: 


1831 

Alfred  Webb  (not 

1911- 

■1912 

S.C.  Padgett 

de  s  i 

.gnated,  but  first 

1913- 

•1918 

S.C.  Robinson 

signature  in  behalf  of 

1919- 

•1920 

Steadman  Haraes 

church) 

1921 

S.C.  Robinson 

1832 

Will iam  Wi lkie 

1922- 

•1931 

T.H.  Hames 

1833 

James  M.  Webb 

1932- 

•1935 

H.P.  Wall 

1834 

William  Wilkie 

1936- 

•1941 

W.L.  Hicks 

1835- 

■1840 

V.B.  Rollins 

1942- 

•1943 

Tom  C.  Matheny 

1841- 

■1851 

Unknown 

1944 

Effie  Bridges 

1852 

W.  Smith 

1945- 

•1949 

G.A.  Silver 

1853- 

•1856 

Micajah  Durham 

1950- 

•1956 

Leburn  Carpente 

1857- 

•1866 

J. A.  Wall 

1957- 

•1966 

Beulah  Greene 

1867- 

•1887 

J . P .  Burges  s 

1967- 

•1968 

Emily  Willis 

1888 

W.T.  Hill  (clerk 

1969- 

■1971 

Coda  Blanton 

pr o  t em) 

197  2- 

■1976 

Patsy  Whi  t ener 

1889 

J . P .  Burgess 

1977- 

■1981 

Helen  Burg  ess 

1890 

S.F.  Harrell 

1982- 

•1983 

Kay  Lewis 

1891- 

■1907 

A.M.  Robison 

1984- 

•1985 

Nancy  Moo  re 

1908- 

•1910 

W . B .  Moore 
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MEMBERSHIP  AT  INTERVALS 


1832  - 

19 

1839  - 

38 

184  5  - 

82 

1855  - 

75 

1866  - 

106 

1875  - 

204 

1885  - 

268 

1895  - 

286 

1903  - 

343 

1910  - 

383 

1920 
1930 
1941 
1946 
1956 
1965 
1967 
1976 
1980 
1984 


304 
204 
320 
299 
236 
193 
213 
282 
281 
342 


GIFTS  TO  MISSIONS 

1876 $5.00 

1892 .$23.  11 

1910 $110.00 

1946 $718.03 

1956 $450.92 

1967 $870.00 

1976 $3,383.00 

1979 $3,558.00 

1984 $2,389.00 
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FACTS  AND  ANECDOTAL  ACCOUNTS 

During  the  course  of  this  history,  several 
interesting  facts  and  occurrences  have  been  noted. 
The  accounts  which  follow  are  some  of  those  which 
were  thought  to  be  of  interest  to  the  reader. 


In  the  early  1900's  one  church  member 
appeared  to  have  been  very  concerned  about  the 
souls  of  his  neighbors.   He  would  hitch  up  his 
two-horse  wagon  and  fill  the  bed  of  the  wagon  with 
straight  chairs.   He  would  then  invite  all  his 
friends  and  neighbors  to  fill  the  chairs  and  ride 
over  to  High  Shoal  Baptist  church  for  the 
protracted  meeting. 


The  youngest  person  attending  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church's  150th  Anniversary  Memorial  Day 
Service  on  May  24,  1981,  was  little  Miss  Julie 
Marie  Goforth  -  age  5  weeks  old.   Julie  is  the 
daughter  of  James  Robert  and  Kathy  Goforth,  the 
granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Goforth,  and 
the  great  granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobert 
Goforth . 


One  member  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was 
brought  before  the  church  on  the  charge  of 
operating  his  store  on  Sunday.   He  was  asked  if  he 
had  anything  to  say  before  the  church.   His 
statement  was,  "Brothers  and  sisters,  I  have  a 
wife,  children,  and  grandchildren  who  are  looking 
to  me  for  support  and  for  the  necessities  of  life. 
If  the  good  members  of  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
would  pay  their  grocery  bills,  then  I  would  not 
feel  compelled  to  operate  my  store  on  Sundays." 
Needless  to  say,  the  charges  were  excused. 
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In  preparation  for  a  baptismal  service  at  the 
homeplace  of  Sid  Wall,  the  following  incident  was 
told.   Two  young  men  were  filling  up  sacks  with 
sand  in  order  to  dam  up  the  creek  for  the  baptism. 
One  young  man  kept  shoveling  and  shoveling  while 
the  other  was  holding  the  sack.   After  continuing 
this  process  for  a  while  and  yet  not  filling  the 
sack,  they  recognized  the  problem  -  the  sack  had  a 
hole  in  the  bottom! 


Rev.  D.  G.  Washburn  is  remembered  by  many  for 
keeping  a  glass  and  pitcher  on  the  pulpit  so  that 
he  might  have  access  to  a  drink  of  water  while 
preaching  . 

One  church  member  made  the  following  comments 
concerning  this  former  pastor: 

"When  Rev.  Washburn  baptized  you,  he  took  you 
to  the  bottom  of  the  river." 

"Rev.  Washburn  had  a  grip  that  could  send 
people  to  their  knees." 
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One  little  fellow  who  had  been  a  faithful 
attender  at  a  recent  protracted  meeting  and  had 
witnessed  many  baptisms  as  a  result  of  the  meeting 
decided  he  would  play  "preacher"  and  baptize  his 
brother.   These  were  the  words  he  used,  "I  baptize 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  'in 
the  hole  ye  go ' . " 


Through  the  years  three  Woman's  Missionary 
Circles  have  been  named  for  outstanding  Christian 
Women  who  served  the  Lord  faithfully  at  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church.   These  groups  are:   the  Pantha 
Robinson  Circle,  the  Annie  Padgett  Circle,  and  the 
Emily  Willis  Circle.   A  fourth  group  was  named  for 
Mrs.  Alda  Grayson,  a  native  of  Rutherford  County 
who  served  as  a  foreign  missionary  to  China. 


Around  the  year  1915  when  preaching  services 
were  held  only  once  a  month  at  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church,  weekly  Sunday  School  and  Bible  Study  was 
often  conducted  at  the  Dobbinsville  School  in 
Dobbins ville .   The  congregation  rented  an  organ 
for  one  dollar  a  month  to  be  used  during  these 
worship  services.   Money  was  so  scarce  during 
those  years  that  the  needed  dollar  could  not  be 
raised  and  the  organ  was  returned  to  the  owner. 


One  member  who  attended  High  Shoal  Baptist 
Church  during  the  1930's  constantly  referred  to 
the  church  as  "Shy  Hole."   The  actual  church  name 
was  not  used  by  this  individual. 


In  1912  a  member  was  baptized  in  the  creek  at 
the  Sid  Wall  homeplace  by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Tew.   The 
day  was  damp  and  rainy  and  this  member  recalls 
Rev.  Tew  laughingly  saying  to  the  baptism 
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candidates,  "We're  lucky  because  we're  the  only 
ones  here  who  have  dry  clothes  to  put  on." 
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tinuing  on  through  the  minutes  the  name 
al  was  used  consistently  for  the  first  100 
p  through  1931)  with  the  following 
ns  : 

3-1856 

nutes  are  recorded  in  name  of  High 
oals.   1853  is  the  first  time  an  "s" 
pears  on  Shoal  since  the  organization 
the  church  twenty-two  years  prior  to 
is  date.   It  is  to  be  noted  that  one 
rticular  clerk  served  during  this 
tire  period.   When  his  term  of 
rvice  was  over,  the  "s"  was  dropped. 
7-1868 

nutes  are  in  the  name  of  High  Shoals 
r  approximately  one  year, 
ter  part  of  1917  into  1919 
nutes  are  recorded  as  High  Shoal  and 
gh  Shoals  intermittently. 


The  above  exceptions  form  a  total  of  approximately 
7  years  out  of  the  first  100  years  when  an  "s"  was 
placed  on  Shoal  . 

From  1932  up  until  October,  1971,  the  church 
minutes  recorded  the  name  as  High  Shoals.   This 
almost  forty  year  period  was  within  the  life  span 
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of  many  present-day  members.   This  is  why  some 
feel  that  "Shoals"  is  correct  because  it  is  what 
has  always  been  heard.   Most  all  documents, 
letters,  etc.  during  this  time  contained  the  name 
Shoal s . 

From  1972  through  1983  the  minutes  again 
appear  as  High  Shoal. 

The  following  conclusions  have  been  drawn: 
The  changes  in  the  spelling  of  Shoal  or 
Shoals  occured  many  times  when  there  was  a 
change  in  church  clerks. 

At  no  point  in  the  minutes  was  it  ever  found 
that  the  church  name  was  officially  changed 
from  the  original  name  (High  Shoal)  given 
back  in  1831. 

The  five  people  who  have  researched  the 
records  in  preparation  of  a  church  history 
have  all  expressed  that  they  found  the  name 
of  the  church  to  be  High  Shoal.   (Mr.  Walter 
Hicks,  Mrs.  Ernest  Newton,  Rev.  William  C. 
Howard,  Dr.  Garland  Hendricks,  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Nix)   The  History  Committee  agrees  that  High 
Shoal  is  the  true  name  of  this  church. 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  .  .  . 

.  .  .  the  first  Baptist  Association  in  America 
organized  in  Philadelphia  in  1707. 

.  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  began  when 
Baptists  from  various  parts  of  the  South  met  at 
Augusta,  Georgia  on  May  8,  1845. 

.  .  .  the  highest  recorded  membership  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  405  in  September  of  1908. 

.  .  .  the  first  "individual"  communion  set  used  at 
High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  donated  to  the 
church  in  loving  memory  of  Mr.  Henry  Jenkins  by 
the  Jenkins  family. 

.  .  .  as  of  September  15,  1985,  there  were 
approximately  1,610  graves  in  the  High  Shoal 
Baptist  Church  cemetery. 

.  .  .  the  church's  weekly  budget  in  1936  was 
$24.00. 

.  .  .  that  Vonda  Rabb  was  the  first  person  to  be 
baptized  in  the  new  church  baptistry  on  August  27, 
1978.   (The  first  candidate  for  the  original 
baptistry  was  not  recorded) 

.  .  .  in  1885  the  King's  Mountain  Baptist 
Association  passed  a  resolution  to  raise  at  least 
five  cents  per  member  for  missions. 

.  .  .  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  Men  and 
Women's  Softball  Teams  won  several  trophies  for 
their  participation  in  the  Assoc ia t ional  Softball 
League  during  the  summer  of  1973. 

.  .  .  in  1873,  under  the  ministry  of  G.  W. 
Rollins,  42  individuals  were  baptized  at  High 
Shoal  Baptist  Church. 

.  .  .  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  was  host  to  the 
Annual  Sandy  Run  As soc ia t iona 1  W.M.U.  meeting  in 
1932. 
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.  .  .  that  Mrs.  Vera  Madge  Harrill  Jolley, 
presently  a  member  of  the  Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
near  Rut he r f o rd t o n ,  has  attended  every  Memorial 
Day  Service  at  High  Shoal  since  1914  with  the 
exception  of  two  years. 

.  the  Foreign  Missions  gift  given  by  the 
church  in  1892,  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  T. 
B.  Bright ,  was  $10.61. 

.  .  .  within  the  years  1968-1978  Mr.  Ernest 
(Shorty)  Sailors  is  remembered  by  many  as  being 
chief  of  the  "A-men  corner." 

.  .  .  the  value  of  the  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church 
property  was  listed  in  the  As s oc ia t iona 1  Minutes 
as  $1,500.00  in  1895  and  $12,000.00  in  1930  and 
$160,000.00  in  1982. 

.  Pastor  J.  H.  Yarboro  received  a  salary  of 
$100.00  a  year  in  1886.   The  amount  dropped  to 
$87.85  in  1889. 

.  .  .  the  King's  Mountain  Baptist  As s oc ia t ional 
Meeting  convened  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  on 
August  10,  1866. 

.  .  .  that  the  opening  quotation  in  this  book  was 
made  by  Mr.  Clinton  Greene  at  a  testimonial 
service  held  at  High  Shoal  Baptist  Church  in  June, 
1985. 
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